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: *O permit theſe Ser- 
[4 mons to go under the 
Protection of Tour 

* Great Name. Books often 
receive 4 more favourable 
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kr 
» 
n * 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Acceptance upon the Account 


| the Perſon they are addreſſed 
to: But that is not my De- 
frgn ; which if it were, 1 
| could never have made a more 
agreeable choice of a Patron 
We than Your Grace, whoſe known 
Integrity and Learning, and 
whoſe Noble and Generons 
| Sentiments of Religion, which 
vor have ſrtudiouſly enaca- 
voured to inſtill into others, 
are enough to inſpire the moſt 
ſluggiſh Genius to attempt 
ſomething that is not Common. 
[ am obliged in Fuſtice and 
Gratitude to preſent Your 
Grace with ſomething, aud 
| this 


of the Worth and Merit of 


| 


| 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
this being the beſt I have, if 
it may not merit Praiſe and 
Approbation, yet at leaſt 1 
hope it may appear to Your 
Grace to be not altogether 
Contemptible. And if Jome 


uncertain and -  waverin 


Sceptick ſhall, by the read- 
ing - theſe Diſcourſes, reap 


any Benefit and Satisfa@ion, 


IT ſhall think my ſelf to have 


obtained the chiefeſk end I 


. aimed at. For, as 1 am ſen- 


foble I cannot & all that Good 


that I would, in that narrow 
Sphere of Aion wherein I 
move, ſo I had rather ven- 
ture the various Cenſures of 
| Meni in the publiſhing my own 
Thoughts, 
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T houghts, than not be aiding 
and aſſiſting (according to the 
utmoſt of my Ability ) to form 
in the Minds of others the 
trueſt Conceptions of that Re- 
ligion by which the Chriſtian 
World expetFs Immortal Bleſ- 
ſedneſs. I moſt humbly beg 
Your Graces Pardon, both 
for the boldneſs of my Adareſs, 
and for the Imperfe&ions 
Your Grace will find in what 
T offer ; which 1 hope I ſhall 
* the moreeaſily obtain upon the 
feore of the long Acquaintance 
I bave bad the Honour to 
have with Tour Grace. Now 
that Gor would long proſper | 
Tour Grace in Health and | 
Huappi- | 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory: . 
| Happineſs, for the good of 


bis Church, is tbe earneſt 
Prayer of, 


My Lox, 


Your Grace's moſt Humble 
and Deyoted Servant 


Henry Hallywell. 
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Rom. I. 16. 


For -T am not aſhamed of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt : For it is the Power of 
God unto Salvation, to every one 
that believeth ; to the | ew firſt, and 


alſo to the Greek. | : 


E Live in an Age 

{ wherein Vice and 
6 a "© . 

Sin does infinitely 


abound ; an4 as if the Depraviry 


of our Natur: were not a {ufficien:” 
B Evil, 
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Evil, and too great a cauſe of Mens 
Sorrow and Shame, they add to it 
and encreaſe it, by deſpiſing, 
{corning, and trampling under Foot 
the great means of redreſling all 

their Evils, and doing themſelves 
ood. 

The Atheiſt ſtrives to under- 
mine Religion by expoſing it to 
the World as a ridiculous piece of 
Folly. And this indeed is very 
agreeable and conſentancous to 
his own Principles ; for if there 
be no God, there can be no Rel: 

10n. And as for the Prophane 
and Debauched Perſon, though he 
be not arrived to ſo high a pitch 
of Wickednels, as to lay, There « 
no God, yer he wiſhes there were 
none, and endeavours to dilcoun- 
tenance Religion as a Hat and dull 
thing, unfit for a lively and brisk | 
Spirit. And he would have all 
the World to believe that Religion . 
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is only adapted to laviſh Minds, 
who are ignorant of the Liberty of 
their own Natures, and do not 
know what a rare thing it is for a 
Man to enjoy all manner of ſen: 
ſual Pleaſures to the full. 

Some ſuch Perſons as theſe the 
Apoſtle had met withal, who 
ſcorned the Preaching of the Croſs 
of Chriſt as a weak and contem- 
ptible piece of Folly. And they 
leem to upbraid him, as if he had 
undertook to inſtru the World 
in a thing that he was not able tg 
make good; For there ſeems tg 
be implied an Objection made by 
{ome Perſons ſomething after this 
manner ; as iff ſome one had ſaid 
to the Apoſtle, You have intro- 
duced a new Religion into the 
World, and you ſeek to per{wade 
Men to embrace it in By-corners 
and remote Parts of the Empire : 


There you Preach it to a Company 
B 2 of 
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of poor, lilly, and illiterate People, 
and lead them away, becaule they 
are eaſily deceived and know no- 
thing. Bur it this which you call 
the Goſpel, be a thing of ſuch 
mighty concernment to che World, 
and if it be a Doctrine {o highly 
Rational as you pretend, why do 
you not come and Preach it ar 


Rome it ſelf, -the Eye and Glory of 


| the World, where all forts of wiſe 


Men on Earth are gathered toge- 
ther, who are able to detect and 
diicover the Vanity of that Reli- 


gion you would fain diſſeminate 


and ſpread abroad. 

This ſeems to have been ob- 
jected to the Apoltle; to which he 
anſwers, Ver. 15. So, 4s much as 
in me is, 1 am ready to Preach the | 
Goſpel to you that are at Rome alſo ; 
For I am not aſhamed of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, As it he had ſaid, Thar 


Goſpel or Religion which 1 declare, 


1s 
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is of ſuch high Conſequence to 
Mankind, and of ſuch an admi- 


rable Frame and Divine Contri- 


vance, that I am not aſhamed of 


it whereloever I come, but am 
ready to Preach it at Rome it (elf, 
and do tell you, that itis not like an 
empty Piece of Jangling and vain 
Philolophy, but the Power of God 
to the Salvation"of the World, and 
the moſt efteEtual Inſtrument to 
wind off the Souls of Men from 
their Slavery to Sin and Satan, that 
ever was yet made known; and 
therefore both Jew and Gentile are 
obliged to believe and embrace it. 
From whence we may make this 
Obſervation ; That the Goſpel of our 
Lord Feſus, which we call the Chriſtian 
Religion, and is contained m the Books 
of the New-Teſtament, is of ſuch a 
Nature thai no Man need to be aſhamed 
of the Profeſſion of it. 


B 3 For 
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For the Apoſtle tells us, That 
it 1s the Power of God unto Salvation 
to every one that believes. And elfe- 
where he declares the Goſpel to be 
both the Power and the Wiſdom of 
God ; 1 Cor. 1. 24. We Preach 
. Chriſt Crucified (that is the Goſpel 
of Chriſt Crucified ) the Power of 
God, it being ſo effe&tual to dil- 
engage Men from the Kingdom of 
Satan; and the Wiſdom of G o », 
if the fitneſs and ſuitablenels of ir 
for the obtaining that great End 
and Purpoſe. Now ſurely, he that 
looks upon Religion with a rca- 
{onable Eye (as he ought to do) 
can-never think he has any cauſe 
to be aſhamed of a thing that 
hath ſo much of God's Power, 
and Wiſdom conſpicuous in it. 
And for thoſe that can ſo confi 
dently deride and {coff ar it, they 
would do well ro confider how tar 
they art trom good Manners, atid 
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from that common Civility that 
even Nature it ſelf teaches all Men, 
that is, to ſpeak Reverently of what 
God does, and to have honourable 


Thoughts of his Works. 


But for che further Confirma- 


tion of this point, and for the build. | 


ing of us up more firmly in our 
moſt Holy Faith, I ſhall conſider 
what are the main cauſes of Shame, 
and upon what grounds we may 
juſtly be aſhamed of any Doctrine 
delivered to us ; and then {hew, 
that in none of theſe Reſpects we 
have any reaſon to be aſhamed of 
the Chriſtian Religion. 

1. A firſt Wa? of ſhame is, If 
that which 1s delivered to us be not 
true, If a Man ſhould conhidently 
gntertain an Opinion that were 
falſe, and which. there were no 
Grounds of Credibility for, and 
ſhould expole his Lif: and For- 
tunes to hazard and danger for it, 
B 4 ' he 
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he would have great reaſon to be_ 
aſhamed of his Levity and Raſh- 
nels, and all Men belides himſelf 
would conclude him guilty of an 
unpardonable Folly. 

| 2. We may -oftly be aſhamed 
if the thing propounded to us be 
not Rational, that is, agreeable ro 
thoſe common Notions of Reaſon 
and Underſtanding which God has 
planted 1 in our Souls. 

. We have (ufficient cauſe of 

ann: and Confuſion if the Do- 
Etrine offered to us for our Faith 
and Belict be not Intelligible, 7. e. 
eafie to be underſtood by all thoſe 
to whom it is propounded. For 
if — were made up of a 
company of intricate and dark 


Riddles, only to amuſe the World, 


and to puzzle OUr Underſtandings, 


1 do not ſee but that a Wile and 
Sober Perſon might have grounds 
enough to be aſhamed of 1t. 
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4. If it be not uſeful to the 
World, but contain only ſome 
poor and trivial things that are of 
no beneht to Men. 

If Religion had indeed been 
thus, the Apoſtles themlelves 
might have been aſhamed to have 
made ſuch a ſtir in the World : 
And all Chriſtians that followed 
them would have been extremely 
out of Countenance when they had 
ſeen ſo little good and benefit of 
all that which was yet delivered as 
Gov's Will, and wherein he had 
ſhewed ſuch a wonderful piece of 
Art and Wiſdom. But now when 
' we look upon Religion and find 
that it 1s moſt truly and certainly 
the Will of God delivered to the 
World. That it came from Hea- 
ven,and was atteſted by all the Evi- 
| dences and Arguments that ſuch a 
thing is capable of ; "That God had 
an immedaace hand in it, and that all 
it's 
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its Authority was undoubtedly de- 
rived from him. Again, when 
we {hall find that there is nothing 
in Chriſtianicy, but what is highly - 
' rational and agrecable to our In. 
telleftual Faculties, and for which 
we may be able to make the moſt 
reaſonable Apology and Defence. 
And further, when Chriſtianity is 
ſo plain and eafie to be underſtood 
in all thoſe things which are in- 
diſpenſably neceflary to every Man's 
Salvation ; ſo that the moſt ordi- 
nary Capacity may apprehend what 
is Gops Will and meaning 1 it, 
and what he would have him to do. 
And laſtly, When we {hall ſee, 
that Religion is a thing of no mean 
and low Concernment, but a mat- 
ter of the greatelt Benefit and Ad. 
vantage that ever was COMmunica- 
ted ro Mankind, When its great 
End and Devgn ſhall be difco- 

vered only to make Men ever. 


laſtingly 
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laſtingly happy in another Life : 
When theſe things put together 
{hall appear with irreliſtable Evi- 
dence and Clearneſs, ſurely that 
Man muſt be bereaved of his Wits 
and Underſtanding that can be 
aſhamed of a Doctrine that has all 
theſe Qualifications. 

In the ficſt place then, to make 
it manifeſt that the Chriſtian Faith 
is a Doctrine worthy of all Ac- 
ceptation, and of which there may 
be made the beſt Defence in the 
World, I ſhall ſhew by a few Ar- 
guments the Truth of it, viz, That 
God ſent his Son Jeſus tro commu- 
nicate this as his Mind and Will, 
and that he would have all the 
World to live in the Faith and 
Obedience of it. 

[ They that would have more 
tull and ample ſatisfaction upon 
this Subject, may conlulr that ex- 
cellent Treatile of Grotins, of the 
Truth 


IL 
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Truth of Chriſtian Religion, tranſlated 
into Engliſh by Dr. Patrick, now 
the Reverend Biſhop of £El.] 

Now to this Purpoſe, let us con- 
ſider, That as to the matter of Fact 
concerning the Life and Actions 
of cur bleſſed Saviour, his Death 
and Reſurre&tion, and his Aſcenſ1- 
on into Heaven (which is the 
Ground and Foundation upon 
which Chriſtian Religion is built ) 
It 1s not at all probable, either, 

1. Thar the Apoſtles ſhould be 
deceived 3 Or, 

2. That they ſhould deceive 
others. 

1. It is not likely the Apoſtles 
ſhould be deceived, becauſe they 
received not the Relations which 
they delivered, by here-ſay, but 
were conſtant Attendants of our 
Lord and Saviour, and: ſaw him 
work his Miracles, when he cured 
Diſcaſes, raiſed the Dead, and-caſt 


Out 
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out Devils. And therefore when 
the Apoltles chole another into the 
room of Judas, there is this reaſon 
g1Ven for 1 ir, As 1. 21.22. Where- 
fore of theſe Men which have Com- 
panied with us, ail the time that the 
Lord Jeſus went in and out amongſt us, 
beginning from the Baptiſm of John, 
unto that ſame day that he was 1aken 
up from us, muſt one be Ordained to 
be- a Witneſs with us of his Reſur- 
reftion. Here was one who together 
with che reſt of the Apoſtles, was 
to aſſert upon his own Knowledge, 
the Actions of Jeſus, his RelurreCti- 
on from the Dead, and his Alcen- 
fion into Heaven, And therefore 
Sc. Luke, Chap. 1. 2. tells us, "That 
the chings which he wrote were 
ſuch as were delivered by them 
who were au707/a Eye-witneſles of 
them. And doubtleſs there can 
be no better Teſtimony in the 
World concerning tne Truth of a 
mats 
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matter of Fa&, than from an Eye- 
witneſs of it, according to that 
| common ſaying, Pluris eft unus 
| ocularis teſtis, quam auriti decem, one 
| ocular Demonſtration is worth ten | 
Hear-ſays. And this was the An- 
| {wer that Peter and John gave to 
the great Council of the Jews, AFts 
i 4- 20. We cannot but ſpeak the things 
| which we have ſeen and heard. 
| Bur that we may not run over 
! the whole Hiſtory of things in the 
l Goſpel, I ſhall content my ſelf 
l with that one, which is the Con- 
| firmation of all the reſt of the Mi- 
racles of Jeſus, that is, his Reſur- 
rection from the dead, For ( as 
| St. Paul ſpeaks, 1 Cor. 15. 14.) if 
Chriſt be not riſen, then our Preach 
| is vain, and the Faith of Chriſtians ts 
| likewiſe vain. The Preaching of the 
| Apoſtles would have been vain, 
| becauſe they Exhorted Men to the 
Practice of the Commands and 
Pre- 
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Precepts of the Goſpel, in hopes of 
a glorious Immortality, and that 
their Labour and Pains ſhonld be 


rewarded by the Reſurrection of 


their Bodies to eternal Life. Where- 
as if Chriſt be not riſen, there is 
then no Reward for Believers; and 
the great Noiſe and Talk of the 
Toys and Felicities of Pious Souls 
after-this Life are nothing but the 
Dreams of Melancholick Perſons 
to amuſe the reſt of Mankind. 


And the Faith of Chriſtians ( it 


Chriſt be yet in the Grave and un- 
der the Power of Death) will be as 
empty and vain, becaule it is builc 
upon a falſe Foundation. For the 
great Argument brought by the 
Apoſtles to prove the Divine Au- 
thority of the DoEtrine they Preach- 
ed, was the Reſurrection of Jeſus 
from the Dead ; which if there had 


been no ſuch thing, St. Paul, 1 Cor. 


15. 15. fays of himſelf and + 
ze 
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reſt of the Apoſtles, that they had 


been no better than ſo many Fal/e- 
Witneſſes of God, abuſing his Name 
for the countenancing an Impo- 
ſture ; which their Preaching had 
certainly been, if Chriſt had not 
really riſen from the Dead. _ 

The Scripture aſſures us, As 1.3. 
Thar Jeſus ſhewed himſelf alive 
after his Death to his Diſciples, *by 
many infallible Proofs | i. e. fuch E- 
vidences wherein there could ve 
no miſtake] being ſeen of them Forty 
days, and ſpeaking of the things per- 
taining to the Kingdom of God. And 
if we diligently read the Hiſtory 
of the Golpels, we ſhall find the 
Apoſtles to be very ſcrupulous in 
believing Chriſt's Reſurrection, till 
they had all ſeen him, and were 
convinced by as high Proofs as 
poſſibly could be oftered ro Man- 
kind, And this their Cautioul- 
nels and Warineſs of being impoſed 
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_ is a good Argument to us 
of their -Sincerity and care of be- 


ing fully fatished of the Truth of 


it, before they went to divulge it 
to others. We read in Mark 16.9. 
Thar Jeſus firſt appeared to Mary 
Magdalen,and ſhe ran with Joy to tell 
: his weeping Friends, that ſhe had ſeen 
the Lord, bur the believed her not, v.1 1. 
Then he appears totwo of his Dilci- 
ples.in another Form, as they went 
to Emaus, and they told the reſt, bur 
neither would they believe them. v. 13. 


Then he appears to the Eleven 


Apoſtles, and upbraided them 
with their unbelief and hardneſs of 
Heart, becauſe they believed not 
them which had ſeen him after he 
was riſen, ver. 14. And that he 
might confirm the Faith of one of 
> his Diſciples who doubted more 
than all the reit, ſhews him the 
| very hole that was made in his {ide 


| with the Spear, and the prin:s of 
the 


- 
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the Nailsin his Hands and Feet. 
And all this, to the end that they 
might be. ſenſibly affured thar it 
was he himſelf, no delufive Spe- 
&rum or Ghoſt, but the very ſame 


Jeſus which was Crucified upon the 


Croſs. Now from hence we ſee 
it plain, that the Apoſtles could 
not be deceived ; for they took all 
imaginable care to avoid it; they 
Eat and Drank with him, and ſaw 
him with their own Eyes, leiſurely 
lifred up from them and carried 
up into Heaven. 

Il. It is not probable the Apoſtles 
would go about to deceive others; 
For, | 

1. They might eaſily have 
been diſcovered. They lived in 


a knowing Age, wherein all Arts | 


and Sciences Houriſhed more than 


ever they had done before ; and 

there wanted not thoſe who had | 
Sence and Wit enough to have | 
| found * 
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found it out, if it had been a Chear. 
The Apoſtles peremprorily afhrm- 
ed, That Jeſus who ſuffered un- 
der Pontius Pilate was the Author of 
the Religion they Preached, and 
taat after his Crucihxion he roſe 
again from the Dead. Now it 
there had been no ſuch Perſon as 
Teſus that had then lived ; If he 
had nor been Crucihed, and really 
dead on the Croſs ; or it there 
had been no ſuch Governour of 
Judea as Pontins Pilate, nor any 


{uch Roman Emperour as Tiberius. 


If the Apoſtles had failed in any 
of thele remarkable Circumſtances 
of Story, there had been great rea- 
{on to have queſtioned whar they 
delivered. Bur we find all this 
confirm'd by the Roman Hiſtorians 
themſelves ; and neither Jews nor 
Pagans ever denied che Matrers of 
Fact which the Apoſtles relate, be- 
caule they were fo newly done, 
C 2 chat 
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that if there had been any thing 
of Untruth, it would very eafily 
have been deteted by Perſons 
then living. Beſides, had the Re- 
ſurretion of our Lord been a 
Falſehood, St. Paul muſt be ex- 
tremely Impudent, nay Imprudent 
to bring Five hundred upon the 


Stage to aſlert a _ - ſince it is 
a Cheater to 


2. Cui bono > To what end or 
Purpoſe ſhould they aſſert a Falle- 
hood ? Or what Inducements could 
they have to broach a Deluſion ? 
All that can be ſaid is, That per- 
haps they might do it, to have the 
Name and Glory of being the Au- 
thors of a new Sect. This indeed 
might pleaſe the light and frothy 
Humour of ſome vain-glorious 
Perſon, but the ſedate and com- 
poled Spirit of the Holy Apoſtles 


was far from any ſuch poor de- 


ſign. 
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ſign. Burt to anſwer, to this more 

_aprer ap 
1. Ir is not likely they ſhould 
lay Shs Foundation 6f the beſt Re 
ligion in the World upon a mere 
Cheat. There was no colour for 
Lying or Fraud in the matter, and 
we know that Nemo gratis fit 
malus, 'tis rare for a Man to be 
wicked for nothing. They ſought 
not themſelves in it ; for it 1s evi- 
dent that they were Perſecured, Diſ- 
oraced, and ſuffered exqulite Tas 
cures Ge Profefſing that Jelus was 
raiſed from the Dead. And for 
Secular and worldly Advancages 
they could hope tor none, becaule 
all thoſe things were in the hands 
either of Jews or Pagans, who were 
both profeſſed Enemies of the 
Name of Chriſt. Nor can we 
think chat the Apoſtles thould rake 
it upon their Death, and ſtand to 
it to their laſt Breath, if they had 
| C 3 nor. 
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not believed themſelves fufficiently- 
allured of that Truth for which 


' they died. Surely Men of calm 


and ſober Reaſon, would not be 
{o prodigal of their Blood, as to 
throw it away upon lome vain 
Rumour or popular Reporr. 

Let us conſider a little the Apo- 
ftle St. Paul, who was a Man of 
great Learning among the Jews, 
very zealous for his Religion, and 
one that had attained ro no {mall 
favour among the Grandees of his 
Nation, for - his vigorous Perſecu- 
tion of the Chriſtians. This Man 
tells us, that when he was going 
to Damaſcus with a Commiſtion 
from - the High-Prieſts tO bring 
them' bound to Jeruſalem that pro- 
felled the Faith of Chriſt, to be 
Puniſhed : Jeſus mer him in the 
way in a Light brighter than the 
Sun, tells him who he was, and 
warns him that he ſhould no lon- 
Cer 
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ger Perſecute his Diſciples : Upon 
this the Apoſtle turns Chriſtian, 
and became a zealous Profeſſor 
of the Faith which before he Per- 
ſecured. Now, if there had been 
any Fraud or Dec in this, can 
we imagine St. Paul mould {o 
confidently appeal co it, and tell 
King Agrippa, That this was not a 
thing done tw a Corner, where there 
was no Body to atteſt it. It there- 
fore we believe Sr. Paul to be a 
Man of Sence and Reaſon, we 
cannot imagine that he would 
have quitted all che Favour and 
Encouragement he might have 
had among the Jews, and run 
himſelf into cercain Dangers, even 
to the loſs of his very Life, if he 
had not been well © "hs that 
Jeſus was alive, and able to make 
good all he laid, 

2. We find that the Apoſtles 
in their Writings were Men of 
C 4 oreat 
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great Integrity and Uprightneſs, of 


exemplary Humility, and hearty 
Lovers of God and all che World, 
and we may reaſonably belieye 
that ſuch Perſons as thoſe would 
not ſet on foot a Falſhood ; and 
ſuch a Falſhood as they ſaw would 
draw vait multitudes to Ruine and 
Deſtru&tion. Nor is there any 
thing more contrary to the Prin. 
ciples of Chriſt's Religion, which 
not only baniſhes all Lying and 
Deceit as hateful Crimes, but en- 
joyns ſuch a fincere and univerſal 
Love to the whole World, as to 
be ready to lay down our Lives 
for one another. 

It Men could be fo wicked as 
upon Selt-ends to broach a 
Falſhood, yer if we atrend to the 
Goodnels of God, we muſt ne- 
cellarily conclude, that he would 
long e're this, have diſcovered the 
Forgery. . For Chriſtianity is ſo 


framed, 
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framed, that the+. moſt innocent 
and harmleſs Perſons in the World, 
who are the moſt fincere in their 
Love to God and Man, are the 
moſt eaſily taken with it. And 
therefore if ir had been built upon 
a Falſhood and an Untruth, che 
goodneſs of God was highly con- 
cerned to detect the Impolture, 
and not to ſuffer thole who en- 
deavoured to ſerve him in the beſt 
manner they could, to be ſo fa- 
tally entangled with an Error 
that would expoſe them to inevt 
table Ruine and Deſtruction. 
Now, Thar I may complear 
this Argument againſt all Ob- 
jections and Cavils whatloever, [ 
ſhall furrher add, Thar the Apo- 
ſtles gave as full and high a Te- 
{timony of the Reſurrection of 
Jeſus as it is poſſible for Men to 
give for any Matter of Fact in 


the World, To which purpoſe 
| 
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Iſhall borrow ſome few Particulars 
from a late Ingenious Author : 


See a late We muſt conſider ( ſays he) what 


thoſe Circumſtances are, which are moſt 


& Lene commonly requiſite to make Humane 


: Teſtimony credible, and received by all 
the World as true. 

1. The firſt ching is, if Men 
ceſtifie nothing but what they ſaw. 

2. If they reſtifhe it at no long 
diſtance of time trom the matter 
of Fact, or thing done. 
© 3+ If their Witneſs and Teſti- 
mony be plain, and delivered 
without ambiguous and doubtful 
Expreſſions. 

4. If a great number ſhall 
agree in teſtitying-the ſame thing. 

5. Laſtly, It they are ready to 
part with all that is valuable to 
Mankind, rather than deny the 
7 of what they have teſti- 
ed. 


Now, 
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Now, where all thele meer and 
agree, it were meer Frowardnels 
and Humour to expe&t any fur- 
ther Evidence of the Truth of a 
matter of Fact. Let us examine 
then the Teſtimony of the Apoſtles 
concerning Chriſt's Reſurrection 
by theſe Rules. 

1. The Apoſtles witneſſed no- 
thing bur what they chemlelves 
ſaw. They behela our Saviour 


divers times after his Reſurre&ion, 
they Eat and Drank with him; 


nor were they haſty and raſh in 
their Beliet, but iuſpended their 
Aſlent, till after the moſt full and 
'convitive Evidence, that 1s the 
Teſtimony of their Senſes : which 
Teſtimony, when rightly circum- 
ſtantiated 1s infallibly true, as may 
ealily be demonttrared. Hence it 
is that the Apoltle appeals to them 
as one {ure Evidence againſt which 
there can beno diſpute, 1 John 1.1. 


That 
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That which was from the beginning) 
which we have heard, which we have 
ſeen with our Eyes, which we have 
looked upon, and our hands have 
handled. 

2. The Apoſtles did not ſtay 
any long time before they made 
this . their Teſtimony, but ſoon 
after the matter of Fact, and while 
all the Circumſtances were lively 
and freſh in their Memorics. And 
by this their early and timely Wir- 
| neſs, they prevented the .cavils of 
their Enemies, who would have 
been ready to have objected ( had 
they ſtayed any long time ) if the 
things they now avouched were 
true, why had they not diſcovered 
them ſooner ? "Therefore upon the 
day of Pentecoſt, which was but a 
few days after our Saviour Chriſt's 
Aſcenſion into Heaven, the Apoſtles 
in a full Aſſembly declared Chriſt's 
Relurrection (thole very Men that 
put 
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put him to Death being alive and 
in being ) which they conſtantly 
afterwards and boldly aflerted in 
the open face of the World. 

3. If the Apoſtles had had a 
Mind to deceive when they af- 
firmed, that Chriſt was riſen from 
the dead, they would without 
queſtion have ſpoken it in ſuch 
doubtful terms that their meaning 
ſhould not preſently have been 
underſtood. And whenever the 
thing ſhould be examined and 
narrowly looked into, they might 
ſecurely eſcape by the favour and 
benefit of ſome ambiguous Ex- 
preſſion, which might cunningly 
be drawn to different Senſes and 
Acceptations. But on the con- 
trary the Apoſtles give their Teſti- 
mony of Chriſt's Reſurrection in 
open, plain, and direct "Terms, 
on purpoſe that no body ſhould 

mi- 
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miſtake their meaning ; AFs 2.3 2. 
26. This Jeſus [he whom before 
he had told them they had taken, 
and by wicked hands Crucified 
and Slain ] hath God raiſed up, where- 
of we all are Witneſſes. Therefore 
let all the Houſe of IWrael know a- 
ſfuredly, that God bath made that ſame 
Jeſus, whom ye have Crucifizd, both 
Lord and Chriſt. And hence it is 
that this very ſame Apoftle, divers 
Years afterwards with great Inte- 
grity and Sincerity makes this 
open profeſſion, 2 Pet. 1. 16, u7, 
18. For we have not followed cunning- 
ly deviſed Fables, when we made known 
unto you the Power and Coming of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but were Eye-wit- 
neſſes of His Majeity ; For be received 


from God the Father Honour and 


Glory, uhtn there came ſuch a voice 
to bim from the excellent Glory, This 
is my beloved Son in whom Tam well 
pleaſed. And this voice which came 
from 
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from Heaven we heard, when we were 
with him in the Holy Mount. 

4, If there had been but one 
ſingle Witnels of Chriſt's Reſur- 
rection, the World would have 
been apt to have ſuſpeted the 
Truth of this Teſtimony : But 
this being a thing upon which the 
Ground and Foundation of Chri- 
ſtianity lay, it was confidently af- 
firmed by the Twelve Apoſtles ; 
as in the forementioned place, Of 
this we all are Witneſſes, ſays St. Peter. 
Neither were the Apoſtles only 
Witneſſes of our Lord's Refur- 
rection, but above Five hundred 
more, who at one time ſaw Jeſus 
_ after he was riſen from the Dead, 
as St. Paul tells us, 1 Cor, 15. 6. 
And among all chis Company, it 
is very hard ro think that there 
{hould be none 1o honeſt as to dil- 
cover the Cheat, if there had been 
any, eſpecially when the free and 
open 
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 Witneſled. 


| hapned in a careleſs and drowſie 
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open Profeſſion of it was every 
way attended with ſo much Dan- 
ger, Infamy, and Diſgrace. 

5. Laſtly, That which com- 
plears the Credibility of this Teſti- 
mony is this, "That there was no 
one of the Apoſtles, nor ſcarce any 
of the reſt, but expoled them- 
ſelves to the hazard and danger of 
lofing all that was dear and va- 
luable to them, rather than they 
would deny the Truth of what they 
If” theſe things had 


Age, when People had been {o 
indifferent about Religion as ne- 
ver to matter what was propoun- 
ded to them ; it is poſſible then: 
that Men might have gone on ſo 
long in a Lye, cill they had got- 
ten Intereſt enough to propagate 
it for a Truth. Bur the Apoſtles 
no ſooner appeared witnefling 
theſe things; but they met wich 
all 
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an early and vigorous oppolition, 
and that from the chiefeſt Men in 
Power, who made it their buſineſs 
to ſuppreſs them. Both Jews and 
Gentiles were {et againlt chem, and 
they had no other favour ſhewed 
them but this, that if they would 
Recant what they had ſaid of Jeſus, 
and leave off ſpeaking any more 
in his Name, they might enjoy their 
Eaſe and Quiet, and perhaps have 
ſome Rewards into the Bargain : 
Bur if they would perſiſt and go 
on, they mult look for the {harp- 


eſt Trials and Perſecutions which 


indeed theſe Holy Men met with-_ 


al almoſt in all Places where they 
came. Now had the RelurreCti- 
on of Jeſus from the Dead been 


: only a fcigned Story of the Apo- 
> files, and the reſt that had com- 
| bined ro ſpread it abroad, it is 


poſſible that while they met with 
no hazard nor danger, they might 
carry 
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carry on the Cheat, yer when Lite 
lay at Stake, it 1s very hard to 
think that any one would die for 
that which he knew to be an Un- 
truth. But here we find in this 
caſe that the Apoſtles freely and 
joyfully ventured their Lives for 
the Truth of this, and the moſt of 
them actually loſt their Lives for 
it. Now, he mult be of a very 
eaſte and credulous Nature, and 
fit for nothing but to be impoſed 
upon, that can believe ſo many 
Men of good Sence and ſound Un- 
derſtanding, would die for a Story 
of their own Invention, and which 
their own Conlciences would tell 
them was a notorious Falſhood. 

| By what hath been ſaid, it is 
apparent, that there was as high 
and full a Teſtimony given to 
the Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriit as 
1s poſſible to be given to any mat- 
ter of Fact. And this being pur 
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out of doubt, there can be no 
ſcruple left for any of the other 
Parts of the Hiſtory of the Goſpel, 
fince the ſame Perſons that atteſted 
the one, did likewiſe aflure to the 
World the other. "Thar 1s, the 
ſame Arguments which convince 
us of the Truth of Chriſt's Re(ur- 
rection, do likewiſe eſtabliſh us in 
the Faith of the whole Chriſtian 
Religion. Neither do I .know 
what can with any colour be ob- 
jected againſt this, unleſs Men our 
of an obſtinate Humour, will ra- 
ther adhere to that poor Subterfuge 
of the Jews, and for the ſpreading 
abroad of which they gave large 
Money to the Soldiers, viz, That 
his Diſciples came by Night and ſtole 
him away while the Watch Slept, 
Which becaule by it they intended 
to diſcredit our Saviour and his 
Doctrine, 1 {hall thew how vain 
It Is. 


I 2 2 


35 


36 


A Defence of . Ser. 1. 
1. It is not likely the Diſciples, 


who fled from him when he was 
taken, and the ſtouteſt of them 
denied him, ſhould now, that he 
was dead, venture to ſteal his 
Body. from a Guard of Soldiers. 

2. How improbable is it that 
all the Watch ſhould be aſleep at 
one time ? - 

3. If they were all aſleep, how 
could they tell chat the Diſciples 
rook him away, and not that he 
aroſe from the dead by the mighty 
Power of God, as the Apoſtles 
afhrmed ? | 

4. How could it be, that the 
Diſciples ſhould come jult at that 
very time, when they were all 
alleep ? 

5. How could they go lo fi- 
lently to work, as to roll away 
the Stone, and ro take' out the 


Body (all which would have | 


made {ome noiſe, and took up 


£ 
ſome *# 


ſome time ) and yet none of the 
Watch hear them ? Beſides, there 
is another Circumſtance, which 
cannot well agree with the haſt 
and fear theſe poor Diſciples mult 
needs bein, in ſuch an Artremprt ; 
and that is, That care which was 
taken to lay the Linnen Cloaths 
by themſelves in the Sepulchre, 
Luke 24. 12. And yet the Napkin 
that was about his Head, did not 
lie with the reſt of the Linnen 
Cloaths, but was wrapped toge- 
ther in a place by it ſelf : Job. 20.7. 
which is the moſt unlikely thing 
in the World, that the Diſciples 
ſhould be ſo curious in ſorting 
the Linnen, which they would et- 
ther have taken away with the 
Body, or at leaſt not have ſpent 
time to wrap it ſo carefully together. 

6. Laſtly, Suppole they had 
taken away the Body, Quid ex ca- 
davere emolumenti 2 What benefit 
D 3 could 
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could they hope from a dead Car: 
kaſs? Would that be enough to 
make them forſake their deareſt 
Relations, to lay aſide the Senti- 
ments and Opinions in which they 
had for a long time been Educa- 
ted and Inftructed, ro expole 
themſelves to a thouſand vexatious 
Reproaches, and art Jaſt to a vile 
and ignominious Death, and all 
to maintain the Credit of a Perſon 
that had ſo groſly fruſtrated their 


Expectations 2. Surely, he that can 


believe ſuch chings of the Apoſtles, 
mult ofter che greateſt Violence in 


the World not. only to his own, 
but ro the Underſtanding of all 
Mankind. - 


And now we cannot but ſee the 


anreaſonablenels of Infidelity ; that 


it muſt be either a very crooked 
and untoward Education, or an 


- obſtinate, baſe, and perverſe Spi- 


rit, that carries Men with ſo much 
con- 
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contempt and {corn againlt the 
belief of the Holy Scriptures. For 
if theſe Perſons were asked upon 
what account they give credit to 
Thucydides's Hiſtory of the Peloponne- 
fian War, or Plutarchs Lives, or 
any other ancient Hiſtorian ; they 
muſt ſay that the conſtant and u- 
niverſal conſent of the moſt Learn- 
ed and Judictous, hath all along de- 
termined thoſe Perſons to be the 
Authors of thoſe Books, and that 
they were Perſons of Credit and 


. Veracity. And is it not meer 


Frowardneſs, Humour, and Fan- 
ralticknels to reject the Teſtimony 
of the Catholick Church handed 
down (ucceſiively tor Sixteen hun- 
dred Years and upwards, con- 
cerning the Books of the New- 
Teſtament ? Let them but have 
che ſame "Temper and Diſpoſition 
of Mind in reipect of the Hiſtory 
of the Go!pels that they retain In 

D 4 be- 
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behalf of the forementioned Hi- 


ſtorians, and they muſt of necel- 
ſity confeſs that there. are ar leaſt 
as many and as weighty Motives 
of credibility for that as poſſibly 
can be excogitated for theſe. 

| Moreover, according to the 
different Natures of things, there 
are different ways of Probation, 
and no Man will expect a Mathe- 
matical Demonſtration to prove a 
Moral Propoſition ; Ir is fufficient 
to every Ingenuous Nature that 
there be as full and clear Evidence 
as the matter can bear. Hence 
our Lord and Saviour (though it 
might ſeem more ſatisfa&tory to 
have ſeen him as the Apoſtles did 
with a Mans own Eyes ) yet pro- 


John 29. nounces them Bleſſed that have not 
296 


ſeen, and yet have believed : intima- 
ting, that itis a more generous Faith 


ro belieye unſulpected Witneſſes 
| wpan 


LY RE oy 3 nd ih Es 
$ ae ES : 


97 2 ARIES 
—— 
NS nas x +* 


his Reſurrection and Aſcenſion 


Ser.I. Revealed Religion 


upon the full and clear Evidence 
of the matter of Fa&, than if this 
Faith were conſtrained, and as it 
were neceſſitated by ocular De- 
monſtration. Hence we may un- 
derſtand the meaning of thoſe 
words of our Saviour, Mat.1 2. 3 2. 
And whoſoever ſpeaketh a word againſt 
the Son of Man, it ſhall be forgiven 
him : But whoſoever ſpeaketh againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt, it ſhall not be for- 


given him, neither in this World, neither 


in the World to come ; that is, though 
it were a great Sin not to believe 
our Saviour to be ſent from God, 
afrer he had given ſuch maniteſt 
proof of it by his numerous and 
ſtupendious Miracles, yet the Sin 
was not come to its height, be- 
cauſe there wanted yet further Evi- 
dence; Our Lord was not yet 
riſen from the Dead : Bur after 
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into Heaven, and as a Confirma- 
tion of this, the Mifſon of the 
HolyGhoſt upon the Apoſtles (who 
was alſo one of Chriſt's Witneſles ) 
then the Sin became deadly, be- 
cauſe the laſt means were uſed, 
and the fulleſt proots of Credi- 
bility given that. could be ex- 
pected for matter of Fact ; that 
is, there was every thing done 
which might procure Beliet in a 
diſfintereſſcd Perſon; And there- 
fore, for any obſtinately ro con- 
cradict this, is quite to preſcind 
his own hopes, and ſhut the door 
againſt himſelf, by wilfully re- 
jecting all thoſe Arguments which 
might and ought ro have gained 
belief. I pray Gop open the 
Eyes of thoſe who flight and un- 
dervalue Chriſtianity, as if it 
were not Ts A2yO., x T2 amo” 


Tim. 4 5s @5t95, a faithtul and true Word, 


and 
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and every way Worthy to be Re- 
ceived, that they may timely ſee 
and repent of their Error, and 
through a fincere acknowleg- 
ment of the Truth may be eter- 
nally Saved. 
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SERMON LI. 


Rom. I. 16. 


For IT am not aſhamed of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt 


1 E have ſhewn from 
theſe Words, That 
the Hiſtory of the 


Life and Actions of our blefled 
* Saviour, .his Death, Reſurrection, 
and Aſcenſion into Heaven is true, 
and being ſo, we have no reaſon 


to be aſhamed of our Religion, 
which 
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which ts built upon theſe things: 


Truth is a thing that none need 
to be aſhamed of, becaule it is a 
' Perfe&tion, a Ray, and Beam that 


deſcends from God the Fountain 


of all Truth. Now the Truth of 


the Hiſtory of che Goſpel depend- 
ing. upon. the Veracity of thole 
that wrote it, we ſhewed that the 
Apoftles could not be deceived, 
becaule they were preſent and Eyc- 
witneſſes of the things they ler 
down. And we have no realon 
to fuſpett they would deceive 
others, becauſe they might have 
been diſcovered, and belides had 
no {elf-ends nor deſigns in broach- 
ing a Falſhood, but on the con- 
trary, were ready ro Sacrifice their 
own Lives for the Truth of whac 
they ſaid; and Jaftly, That they 
gave as high a Teſtimony of the 
Reſurrection of Jelus ( on which 
all his other Miracles depended ) 
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as poſhbly can be given by Men 
to any Thing or Matter in the 
World. 

2. The next cauſe of Shame is, 
if the Doctrine delivered to us be 
not Rational ; cherefore we come 
now. to {hew that Chriſtianity, or 
the Doctrine of the Goſpel is rati- 
onal, that is, agreeable with thoſe 
common Cs of Reaſon and 
Underſtanding , which God has 
planted in the Souls of all Man- 
kind. And indeed, if we believe 
that it is true, and came from 
Gov, it muſt neceſlarily follow, 
that there can be nothing contain- 
cd. in it that is unreaſonable ; for- 

almuch as Gop being the higheſt 
Reaſon, cannot befthe Authior of 
any ching that is unreaſonable ; 

for then he would be the Anchen 
of ſomething unlike himſelf, and 
that had no Analogy or Cures 
ſpondence with any of his Actri- 
butes, 
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butes. And therefore to affirm 
that Gop can propound to us 
what is altogether Irrational, and 
bears no Harmony or Agreement 


with any of .our Faculties, is to- 


make him the Author of Non- 
ſence, Contradictions, and Impot- 
1bilities. | 

Reaſon is that Light and Candle 
of the Lord, which he has let up 
in the Souls of Men to guide them 
ſafe from Error, Falſhood , and 
Deluſion. And when we lay a 
thing is reaſonable, we ſay that ir 
hath a Conformity with thole In- 
relleEtual Princip!es the {overcign 
Author of our Beings has planted 
in us. There is a ſuitablenels and 
agreeableneſs of ſuch things with 
the rational frame and make of onr 
own Souls, Therefore the Apoſtle 
calls our Conformity to the Divine 
Will (which he terms Rom. 1 2. 1.4 


preſenting our Bodies a living Sacrifice, 


Holy 
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holy and acceptable unto God ) a rea- 
ſonable Service, that is, ſuch a Wor- 
ſhip (as it we underſtand our 
ſelves) is fitted and accommodated 
to our natural Faculties of Reaſon 
and Underſtanding, And hence it 
is that St. Peter bids us to be ready, 
Tess amMoyiey tO give an Anſwer, or 
make an Apology to every Man 
that asks us a Reaſon of the hope that 
is in 15, 1,e. he would have us pre- 
pared to give a latisfa&tory and 
rational account why we are Chri- 
ſtians. But now if there were 
any thing- in Chriſtian Religion 
that were unreaſonable, what A- 
 pology could be made for it? Or 
} how ſhould any Man defend 4 
| thing that were wholly contrary 
; to char Light which God has ſer 
| up in his Soul to diſcern berween 
Truth and Falſhood : So thar if 
there lie an Obligation upon us 


to give a Reaſon of our Faith, 
E, then 
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then we may be ſure there is no 
part of it unreaſonable. 

But here we muſt note -in the 
mean time, that it is one thing to 
ſay that there are ſome Articles of 
the Chriſtian Faith above Humane 
Reaſon, and another thing to ſay 
they are unreaſonable or contrary 
to ſound Reaſon. The frame of 
Chriſtianity ir ſelf is called by 
St. Paul, 1 Tim. 3. 1 6. uwoiezar pe, 
a great Myſtery, and a Myſtery we 
know muſt have ſomething hid- 
den and recondit in it, which is 
diſcerned only by capable Minds. 


And there may be, and doubtleſs 
are, ſome ſacred and hidden Do- - 
Etrines in Chriſtian Religion above | 


Humane Reaſon in this Senſe, viz. 
That our Reaſon could never have 


lighted upon them, or found them ; 


out, without a Divine Revelation. 


Bur notwithſtanding theſe Myſte- | 
rious 'Iruchs are very. agreeable | 


with 


þ 
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with our Reaſon now they are dil- 
covered, and there is a rational 
Defence to be made for them, and 
a ſarisfa&tory Account xo be given 


of every one of them, We could 


never by the bare help of Reaſon, 


have known any thing of the Uni- - 
on of God with Humane Nature; * 


nor diſcovered the Doctrine of the 
facred Trinicy, nor the Myſtery 
of the Reſurrection of our Bodies, 
nor the Joys and Felicities of Hea- 
ven, if God had not revealed 
thele things to us. But now, that 
they are made a part of our Faith, 
we can {hew that none of them 
1s contradictory ro the Principles 
of ſound Reaſon. 

If cherefore chere be any un- 
reaſonableneſs in Chriſtianity, it 
muſt ariſe either, 

1. From the Frame and Con- 
texture of it, Or, 


E 2 2.From 
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2. From the Do&rines contain- 
ed in 1t. 

Thar there is no unreaſonable- 
neſs or incongruity in the Frame 
of Chriſtianity will appear chus ; 
the great End and Delign of it, is 


ro releaſe and Iree the Souls of 


Men from a State'of Sin and Evil, 


into which they had unhappily 
_ themſelves, and to reco- 
yer them into a holy, blameleſs, 
and heavenly Lite and Nature, that 
behaving rchemlſelves harmleſly and 
unblameably as the Children of 
Gov, though encompaſſed with 
many Hard{hips and Afiictions 
which they meer withal in their 
Paſſage through the Wilderneſs of 
this World, they may atlaſt, thro? 
his infinite Goodneſs, arrive by 


orderly ſteps and degrees to the 
Land 'of Righteouſneſs, their an- 


cient Inhericance in the Kingdom Þ 
This is the free | 
Coun- 


of Heaven. 


, 
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Counſel and Determination of Al- 


mighty God, which flowed only 


from his immenſe and boundleſs 
Love. 

Now, the Methods and Ways 
which Gov hath made choice 0; 
to bring this great deſign about, 
are ſuch, ſo ficred and adapted to 
to our Caſe and Condition, and 
ſo agreeable to the Nature of rea- 
{onable Creatures, that if a difin- 
terefled and unprejudiced Perſon 
were to {peak his Mind, he would 
ſay, Thar neither the Wir of Men 
nor Angels could find out a more 
agreeable and effe&tual means for 
the recovery of the World, than 
what is already made uſe of in 
the contrivance of the Goſpel. 
For here Gop hath conſulted the 
Weakneſles, Infirmiries, Prejudices 
and Imperfe&tions of Mankind, 
which they had contracted by a 


long Degeneracy and Corruption, 
E 3 and 


53 


EXESESZSE Ia. a. EE IE 


A Defence of Ser. ll, 


and Corruption, and which were 
become ſo inveterate and deeply 
radicated, as not to be removed 
but by ſuch a Diſpenſation 'as 
might ſo far gratihe Humane At- 
tections and natural Propenſions, 


as -might be conſiſtent with the 


Honour and Sanctity of the Di- 
vine Nature. And this is that 


which St. Paul calls the Fooliſhneſ s of 


Preaching, 1 Cor. 1. 21. For after 


that, in the Wiſdom of God, the 
World by Wiſdom knew not God, it 
pleaſed God by the Foolifhneſs of Preach- 
mg to ſave them that believe. Which 


is not ſo to be underſtood, as if | 


the Pagan World had no know- 
ledge of the one only true Gov, 
the Creator and Governour of all 
things, (forthen the Apoſtle would 
have contradicted what he had 
{aid in another place, Rom. 1. 19. 


Where he ſays the a yrwgy 13 9:3, 


thar' which is knowable, or may 


be | 


' 


f 
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be known of Go», was manifeſt 
within them ) but that the gene- 
rality of the World before Chri- 
ſtianicy, by their natural Light 
and Contemplation of the Works 
of Gov, did not attain to ſuch a 
Practical Knowledge of Gov, as 
might both free them from Idola- 
try, and cfieftually bring them to 
a Holy Life ; to both which ends 
Chriſtian Religion was deſigned of 
Gop that it ſhould attain : There- 
fore it pleaſed God | by the fooliſhneſs 
of Preaching | to ſave them that be- 
lieve, t. e. by a way of condeſcen- 
ding Wiſdom, gratifying all our 
innocent Propenſ1ons, and accom- 
modating it elf fo far to the radi 
cated and inveterate Prepoſitions 
of Humane Minds. 

To give ſome Inſtances of this 
condeſcending Wiſdom ; beſides 
the general Impurity and Cor- 
ruption of the Lives of Men, 
E 4 a 
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a Learned Jewiſh Author gives this 
Account of the Pagan Polytheiſm 
and Idolatry; * The Idolaters 
© (ſays he) firſt argued thus in re- 
©ſpect of Gop; Thar fince he 
* was of ſuch tranſcendent PerfeCti- 
© on above Men, it wasnot poſſible 
© for Men to be united to, or have 
* Communion with him, other- 
*wiſe than by means of certain 
* middle Beings or Mediators ; 
© as it is the manner of Earthly 
© Kings to have Petitions conveyed 
*to them by the hands of Medi- 
© ators and Interceſſors. Secondly, 
* They thus argued alſo in reſpect 
* of themſelves; "That being Cor- 
* poreal, ſo that they could not 


apprehend Gov abſtracly, they 


* muſt needs have ſomething ſen- 
*ſible ro excite and ſtir up their 
© Devotion, and to fix their ima- 
* ginations upon. Here being then 
lo carly a Prepoſleflion and gene- 

ral 
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ral debauching of Men's Minds, 
Divine Goodneſs and Wiſdom 
hath ſo condeſcended to Humane 
Frailties and Inclinations, as inſtead 
of that multitude of Middle Beings 
or Mediators (which Apuleius calls, 
Inter terricolas Czlicolaſque Vettores, 
hinc precum, inde donorum, qui ultro 
curoque pertant, bmc Petitiones inde 
Suppetias : A kind of Carriers be- 
tween the Inhabitants of Heaven 
and Earth, who travelling] to and 
tro, carry our Prayers and Petiti- 
ons thither, and bring from thence 
Gifts and Supplies for us) to con- 
ſtirure and appoint One Meatator 
between God and Man, the Man Chriſt 
Jeſus, who offers up our Petitions, 
and intercedes with Gop and 
procures Bleſſings and Favours for 
us. By his Intervention we re- 
ceive {eaſonable Supplies for all our 
Exigences and Neceſſities here, and 
he takes care to conduct us at laſt 
tO 
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to that Immortal Glory that he 
himſelf is now poſlefled of, And 
that we may not err in transferring 
our Worſhip upon the Creature, 
upon the Account that we can 
have no abſtracted Conception of 
Gov, and in this our Earthly 
State need jomerhing to invigorate 
our Devotion, and fix our Imagi- 


nation upon, Go» hath cloathed | 


himſelf with our Fleſh and Blood, 
and taken into a near Union with 
himſelf the Soul and Body of our 
Lord Jeſus ; ſo that though rude 
and ignorant Morrtals might fancy 
Gop as a pure and immenſe Spi- 
rit too, raiſed an Object for them 
in this their degenerate Condition to 
have any Conception of, yet what is 
ſenſible and vitible and congenerous 
with themſelves, they muſt needs 
have an apprehenſion of, and (uch 
1s the Body of our Lord Jeſus, 
which is the Temple wherein now 


the 
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the Divinity is enſhrined, and 
wherein the Schechmah or glorious 
Majeſty and Preſence of God re- 
ſides and manifeſts it ſelf. Which 
is a clear Inſtance of the: conde- 
ſcending Wiſdom of Gop, which in 
compliance with the Prepoſleſſions 
and Miſtakes of Mankind, where. 
in they were fatally and inextrica- 
bly involved, hath provided a vi- 
ſible Object of their Worſhip and 
Adoration, by uniting himſelt with 
Humane Fleſh. I might inſtance 
in divers other Congruities, wherein 
Chriſtianity is ſo exquiſitely fitted 
tro redeem the World from the 
Tyranny of Satan, and yet to gra: 
tie even in a ſenſible manner all 
the more innocent Propenſions 
and Inclinations of Mankind : But 
I ſhall have occaſion to take no- 
tice of ſome in the Progrels of my 
Diſcourſe. | 


It 
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It will now be requiſite to take 
2 more near and intimate view of 
the frame and contexture of Chri- 
ſtianity, wherein we ſhall with ad- 
miration behold a mighty con- 
gruity with our natural Faculties, 
and a wonderful compliance all 
along with our Infhrmities and 
Neceſlities. For what can be 
thought more becoming and rea- 
{onable, than 

1. Thar ſome extraordinary 
Perſon ſhould be ſent from Hea- 
ven, who ſhould in the moſt con- 
vincing manner aſlure Men of the 


Will of God ? Now this is already 


done; For by the Golpel we are 


aſlured that Jeſus Chriſt, the only 
begotten Son of G 0D hath appear- 
ed upon Earth to declare his Fa- 


ther's Will unto Men. And by 


this way of proceeding, Gop not 


only conciliates Reverence and E- 


ſteem to the Doctrine that was 
deli- 
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delivered, but gives an evident 
and mighty demonſtration of his 
infinite Love and Goodneſs, and 
that he is really deſirous of Mens 
eternal Happineſs and Welfare, In 
that the Will of Gop was diſco- 
vered and made known by a Per. 
ſon ſo near and dear to him as his 
own Son, is a ſufficient ground of 
Reverence and Efteem. Since all 
People in the World have ever re- 
ccived a Mgſlage from Heaven with 
the higheſt Veneration, and fo 
much the more as the Perſon that 
delivered it was of higher and 
greater worth. And this was ſo 
general a Perſuaſion, that the moſt 
famous Law-givers amongſt the 
Pagans, that they might make their 
Laws paſs the better, and find a 
more ready Acceptation with the 
People, they feigned ſome Hea- 
venly Power or other to be Author 


of them. And what was but pre- 
tended 


G1 
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tended by them, was really and 
truly performed by our bleſſed 
Saviour, who being the eternal] 
Son of Go», clothed himſelf with 
Fleſh and Blood, and aſlerted his 
Commiſſion to be from G o », and 
was owned by a Voice from 


Heaven to be what he declared 


That it was never 


himſelf. And leſt this ſhould nor 
be enough to convince the World, 
and through their grols Infidelity, 
they ſhould not give that reve- 
rence and ready compliance that 
is due to ſo great a Majeſty ; be- 
ſides, the reiterating this Voice art 
two other times before unſuſpected 
Witneſſes, Go » endues our Lord 
and Saviour with ſuch a miracu- 
lous Power as no Man ever. had 
before. So that it was truly ſaid 
of him by the Multicude, upon the 
caſting our of a Devil, Mar. 9.33. 
ſo ſeen in Iſrael. 
Here was ſufficient Eyidence to 
prove 
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prove that Chriſt was ſent from 
Gov. Bur that there might be 
nothing wanting to give the higheſt 
certainty thar ſo great a Truth is 
capable of, after che Jews had pur 
Telus to Death as a Deceiver, Go » 
openly vindicates his Innocency, 
by raiſing him from the Dead, 
by which we have all the aſſurance 
imaginable, chat what our Lord 
ſpake and did in his Life-time, 
he a&ted by divine Deſignation 
and Appointment. 

2. It appears very reaſonable 
that this Perſon whom Goo in- 
truſts with the Delivery of his Will, 
ſhould ſhew us by his own Ex- 
ample whar: kind of Lite ic is that 
Gov requires of us, and which 
will at laſt procure our happinels. 
For by how much the more Ex- 
amples prevail with Men than na. 
ked Precepts and Perluaſtons, by 
jo much the more will this Divine 
Perſon 
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Perſon "conſult our Frailties and 
Infirmities, who are wich greater 
ealine(s allured to walk in that 
Path wherein we have ſeen .ano- 


.ther go before us. And ſuch a 


courſe as this will give great Eaſe 
and Relief to the Minds of Men, 


that Gov requires no Im offibi- 


lities of them, when they ſee one 


dwelling in their own Nature, 
and ſurrounded with the ſame In- 
fhrmities, and yer living up ex- 
atly to the Rules of that Divine 
Life he preſcribes to others, 

And in this Example of Chriſt, 
there is a double Convenience, 

1. Here we are taught in a fa- 
miliar way, by one of the ſame 
Fleſh and Blood with our ſelves. 
When the Will of Gop was deli- 
vered upon Mount Simai to the 
Jews, it was in ſuch aterrible and 
amazing manner, that the People 
were affrighted and aſtoniſhed ar 

It. 
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it. As it is natural for all unuſual 
and terrible things to cauſe a hor- 
ror and dread in weak and frail 
Mortals. Therefore it is infinitely 
more agreeable and deſirable that 


Gov ſhould manifeſt his Will in 


the mildeſt, ſweeteſt, and moſt 


attractive manner, which could no 
becter way be done, than thar this 
Perſon who came from him ſhould 
be cloathed with Fleſh and Blood. 
For hereby our Weaknels- is con- 
ſulred, and we have 2 mighty com- 
fort m our greateſt Streights and 
Neceſlities, being aſſured ( as the 
Scripture ſpeaks, Heb. 4. 15, 16.) 
That we have not ſuch an Fight Praeſt 
that caunat be touched with the feeling 
of our Tnfirmities, but ſuch an one as 
was in all points tempted as we ave, 
though without Sm. And becauſe 
carough. a {enſe of our own Guil- 
rinels, we ate apt'to be afthid of 


NOT 
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not approach unto him ; Now, 
that he condeſcends to viſit us in 
our own Likeneſs, and inſtruct us 
by one of our Brethren, we come 
boldly to the Throne of Grace, 
that we may obtain Mercy, and 
find YZERv as eUXaegv Colmar Grace 
for ſeaſonable Relief. 

' 2, In the Example of Chrift 


- we ſee what little regard is had of 


all thoſe things which the carnal 
and ſenſual Man ſo much prizes 
and values ; and that the Divine 
and Heavenly Life is no part of 
any of theſe things. Such as Pride 
and Vain-glory, Worldly Power, 
and Dominion, Covetouſneſs, and 
an immoderate deſire and hanker- 
ing after ſenſual Pleaſures. "Theſe 
are things that debaſe, inebriate, 
and intoxicate the carnal Mind, 
and from which luſcious and pow: 
erful Ineſcations our Lord and Savi- 


- Our came to looſe and ſet us free. 


' And 
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And therefore our Lord choſe not 


to be born in a ſplendid manner, 
bur of a poor Virgin that had but 
a pair of Turtle-Doves to offer for 
his Redemption, and to be Cra- 
dled in a Manger among the 
meaneſt of his Creatures. And as 
his Birth was humble and mean, 
ſo all his Life-time he refuſed all 
Earthly Splendor and Glory ; To 
inſtruct us, Thar the true Ad- 


vancement and Perfe&tion of our 


Souls conſiſts in the loweſt and 
molt humble Reſignation of them- 
ſelves to the Will of Go vp. And 
that the more unaffected a Man 
lives to the Complacencies and 
Delights of the Animal Life, the 
more he Spiritualizes his Soul, and 
makes it capable of enjoying Com: 
munion with Gov. 

Our moſt Holy Lord never co- 
veted after Farthly Riches aad 
Polleſſions, that he might lead our 

F 2 Minds 
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Minds from this Dunghil to the 


fair. Manſions of Heaven , and 
ſhew. us that Man lives not by Bread 
alone, but by every Word that proceeds 
out of the Mouth of ' God, The ; 
whole courle of his Life was a con- 
tinued. contradiction of the flatter- 


ing Pleaſures of Fleſh and Blood, 
and a perpetual flighting and un- 


dervaluing all that which the 
World calls Happineſs, teachin 
us that the true divine Life ( Hoh 
it be not accompanied with any | 
Earthly Advamages, fuch as Ho- 
nour, and Wealth, and Power) is 
more dear and valuable in Gops 
Eyes, than any thing in the whole 
comprehenſion of Nature be- 
ſides. 

3- It ſeems further mighty a- | 
ens and conſentaneous to Rea- 


ſon, that ſince Mankind had 611 


foully revolted from Gop, and | 
lapſed ſo deeply from the tcl | 
Laws 
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Laws of Righteouſneſs, there 
ſhould be ſome effe@tual courle 


found out, whereby to demon-. 
ſtrate the Anger and Diſpleafure 


of Go» conceived againſt Sin, and 
withal to reconcile the World un- 
to himſelf. 

Though ir be true, that it is no 
breach of Law or] Juſtice tor a Per- 
ſon to recede from his Right, yet 
God being the ream Governour 
of the World, if he ſhould have 
pardoned Sin A no Terms, or 
upon ſuch as had been light an 
trifling, it would have emboldned 
Men in their Wickedneſs, ſince 
they could obtain their Pardon at 


ſuch a cheap and caſie rate, There- 


fore Godin his infinite Wildom,thar 
he might ſhew his extream ined 
of all Sin and Evil, and the moſt 
powerfully wind off Men from it, 


he takes this way, Viz, Thar bis 


only begotten Son ſhould offer up 
F 2 his 
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his Life for the Redemption of the 
World, and that his Death ſhould 
be an Expiatory Sacrifice for all 
Mens Sins. 

Whereby God both diſcovers 
to us the ugly and polluted na- 
ture of Sin, and his juſt Diſplea- 
{ure againſt it, in that ſtrange 
way he has taken to puniſh it by 
the Death and Paſſion of his only 
begotten Son ; And withal, takes 
away all jealous and miſgiving 
Thoughts out of our Minds, and 
quiets our Conſciences, by ſhew- 
ing that he is no Adamantine and 
Rocky, no Implacable and Inex- 


orable Being, that is for ever deaf 


to the pitious Complaints of the 
miſerable and Calamitous, but will 
take us again into Grace and Fa- 
your upon our Submiſſion and 
Repentance, 


More- 
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Moreover, in this Sacrifice of 
the Death of Chriſt, there was a 
manifeſt condeſcenſion and pur- 
poſed compliance with that early 
Perſuaſton ſo univerſally rooted 
in the Minds of all Nations of the 
World, That the offended Numen 
was only to be appealed by Sacri- 
fice. And this was the Reaſon 
the Gauls gave for their Sacrificing 


71 


of Men; Pro vita bominum iſt PD Cxfar, 


hominis diaer, non poſſe  Deorum 
Immortalium Na placari arbitra- 
bantur : 1. e, They thought the 
Anger of God could not other: 
wide be averted, unleſs the Life of 
ſome Man were offered as a Piacu- 
lar Sacrifice for the ſafety of the 
reſt. Now our Lord, by his 
Death, extricated Men == this 
inſulting Pride and Cruelty of the 
Devil, in his barbarous Uſage and 
90-6 fa Contempt of humane Race; 


and the ſheding of his Blood be- 
T 4 came 


Commenr. 
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came a real Propitiatory Sacrifice, 
to appeaſe the Anger of Gov, 
and to obtain Terms of Recon- 
ciliation and Peace with him - for 
all his lapſed Brethren. 

4. Ir is highly reaſonable thar 
this Preacher of Righteouſnels, the 
Perſon who ſhould undertake to 
bring back the ſtrayed Souls of 
Men to their Obedience to God, 
ſhould have all Power com- 
mitted into his hands both in 
Heaven and Earth, For fince he 
.humbled himſelf fo far as to take 
upon him the form of a Servant, 
and vilih'd his own Life in com- | 
pariſon of thar great benefit that | 
would accrue to the World by his | 
laying it down, and ſubmitted to 
the 1gnominions and accurſed 
Death of the Croſs, Divine Juſtice 
was concerned to Reward thele 
Exinanitions with a proportiona- 
ble Glory, And that. he might 
be 
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be inſtated jin a capacity to Re- 
ward his faithful Friends and Ad- 
herents, and Puniſh his refractary 
and ſtubborn Enemies, it became 
neceflary that he ſhould have the 
Government of Heaven and Earth 
put into his hands. For this 1s 
2 great Security to us, "That our 
Lord is able to make good what- 
ever he has promiſed to his Ser- 
vants, and a powerful Encourage- 
ment to us to perſevere and goon 
to the end in Vertue, though we 
paſs through many Froubles and 
Afﬀictions. And being thus made 
God's Vicegerent, we cannot doubr 
but he will order all Aﬀairs of the 
World for the good of his Church, 
and at laft remarkably Trumph 
over all the Powers of Darknels. 
You fee now the reaſonableneſs 
and becomingnels of the Frame 
of Religion, and how ſuitable and 
agreeable it is to our m_——_ 
an 
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and Neceſlities. All which, when 
St. Paul had confidered, he breaks 
out into a kind of Admiration, 
Rom. 11. 33. O the depth of the 
Riches both of the Wiſdom and Know- 
ledge of God ! How unſearchable are 
his Judgments, and his ways paſt find- 
ing out! Gop being an infinite 
Wiſdom , has various ways and 
methods of Governing and Order- 
ing his Creatures far above our 
ſhallow Comprehenſtons ; Burt the 
way of recovering Men is that 
which he has made choice of, and 
diſcovered to us by Jeſus Chrift, 
in which there are ſuch eaſie com- 
pliances with thoſe inveterate Pre- 
judices the World laboured under, 
and ſuch apt Condeſcentions to 
Humane ' Nature, as when the 
whole Frame and Contexture is 
laid open to an entire view, we 
cannot wonder that the Angels de- 
fire to look into it. 

| Which 
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Which plainly ſhews, that Re- 


ligion is no confuſed Jumble or 
Nonlence, but a Contrivance 
wherein appears the greateſt Art 


and higheſt Wiſdom in the World. 


And it all ſober Perſons admire 
the infinite Wiſdom of God in the 
Works of Nature, as the creation 
of the Sun, Moon, and Stars; they 
have much more reaſon to ſtand 
amazed at this great Work of the 
New Creation, or recovery of 
Mens Souls to their firſt and Ori- 
ginal Happineſs. And if we can 
oive a ſatisfactory Account of the 
Order and Management of the ſe- 
veral Phenomena of Providence in 
the natural World, ſo in like 
manner there is a very reaſonable 
Defence to be made for the Con- 
rrivance and Conduct of Affairs 
in the Moral. 
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| Sermon « UL. 


Rom. I. 16. 


For T1 am not aſhamed of the i 
of Ori 


Hat there is no unrealſo- 
nableneſs in the Frame 
and Compotition of Chri- 


Rtianity, but that it is infinitely a- 
greeable and ſuitable to our Caſe 
| and Neceſſities, we have clearly 
demonſtrated : Ir remains. now 
£ that we ſhow with the ſame Plain- 
nels, 


8 
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neſs, that there is nothing dil- 


agreeing with ſonnd Realon in the 
Dodtrines contained in it, that {o 


we may fee that upon neither of 


theſe two Accounts we have any 
cauſe to be aſhamed of the Goſpel 

of Chriſt. 
The Doctrines of Chriſtianity 
conſiſt either, | 
1. Of ſuch things as are to be 


believed as Articles of Faith. Or, 


2. Of ſuch things as are com- 


manded as Duties and Matters of 


our Practice. Or, 
3. Of Promiſes of great Re- 
wards to them that ſhall be Obe- 


dient, and ſevere Puniſhments and 


Threatnings - to the Stubborn and 
Rebellious, who refuſe to walk 


according to thoſe Rules laid down 


in the Goſpel. 


As to the Articles of Faith, we 


ſhall briefly run over ſome of the 
Chief of them, that it may appear 


how 


__—_— I” >. 
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how conſonant they are to the light 
of our own Reaſons and Under. 
ſtandings. 
Thar our bleſſed Saviour ſhould 
be born in an unuſual and extra- 
ordinary manner of a pure and 


immaculate Virgin ; that there 
ſhould be an Apparition of An- 


gels at his Birth; that the Wiſe 


Men of the Eaſt ſhould have no- 
tice and come to fee him, are all 
things ſo highly becoming, that 
we {hould wonder if the ſame, or 
ſomething like them, had not been 
done. For our Lord being to be 
the greateſt Perſon that ever ap- 
peared in the World, and being 
deſigned to be the faireſt Copy of 
a Holy and Pure Life, and to cor- 
rect. all the carnal Exorbitances 
and Corporeal Impurities in which 
Mankind wallowed, as if their on: 
ly Felicity had conſiſted in the 


_ higheſt and rankeſt Exercile of their 


Ant- 


$ 


truſt; though the Magi or Wile- 
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Animal Powers, it was very agree” 


able that his Birth ſhould be diffe- 


rent from the common manner. 


'And that he ſhould: have no other 
Father but God, was a way very 
'ſuicable to gain a greater Autho- 
rity to thoſe Holy Precepts that he 


ſhould deliver to the World ; this 


: being the univerſal Sence of Man- 


kind, that there is the greateſt Re- 
yerence due-to what any Perſon 
nearly related. ro. God communi- 
cates. And that the Angels ſhould 


-nſher in his wonderful Nativity 


with a folemn Anthem, is no more 


than what ſerved to enhance and 


fer forth the Eminency, Value, and 


Dignity of his Perſon, who was to 


be the great Prince a Angels as 
well as Men ;- and in. that Chriſt 
was deligned to be the Hope of all 
the ends of the Earth, and the Per- 
fon 1n whom the Gunailes {hould 


Men 
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; Men intended no ſuch thing, yet 


it may well ſeem a Prefiguration 
of that chearfuli Submiſſion the 
Gentile World ſhould yield co him 
as their Prince and Redeemer, ſo 
ſoon as he ſhould come to be mani- 
feſted to them. 

And that Chriſt ſhould appear 
in the World like one of us, 
Cloathed with Fleſh and Blood, is 
more ſuitable to our State and Con- 
dition, than if God ſhould ſpeak 
by an Angel, or a Voice from 
Heaven. Far lince many Trou- 
bles, Afﬀictions, and Tribulations 
attend us in our way to Immorta- 
lity, it cannot bus be a greater 
encouragement to us to bear them 
with Patience, when we fee our 
moſt Holy and Innocent Lord'ſuf- 
ter a World of Reproaches and 
Indignities, and much hard uſage 
before he entred into his Glory. 


Nor 1s it any more unbecoming 
G or 


Sr 
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or unworthy rhe Majeſty of God to 
unite himſelf with a Humane Bo- 
dy, which his own hands have fa- 


ſhioned, and which is fearfully and 


wonderfully made, than ic was for the 
Divine free to take up its Re- 
ſidence in the Jewiſh. Temple, 
and dwell in a Houle of Stone. 

Laſtly, Thar Fe{us Chriſt ſhould 
be made the vittble Judge of Men 
and Angeis, is no lels congruous 
and rational]. 

1. In reſpe&t of himlelt, this 
Honour and "Triumph of the Di- 
vine Life being a juſt Reward of 
his voluntary Sufterings and Humi- 
liation ; waich is the Account our 
Saviour Chrilt gives kimleif, John 

. 27. And hath given hun Authority 
to execute Judzment alſo, gh he is 
the Son of Man. That 1s, becaule 
he humbled himieli co G, high a 
degree as not only to take upon 
him our Fleſh and Blood with all 
Its 
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ics harmleſs Infirmities and Imper- 
fetions, but endured with won- 
derful Patience the Contradictions 
of Sinners, the opprobrious 'Taun- 
tings and Revilings of a Rude Ge- 
neration, and ſubmitted himſelf ar 
laſt ro a Death full of Pain, Ig: 
nominy and Diſgrace. , 

2. In regard of wicked Men and 
Devils ; For this vitible Appear- 
ance of Jeſus Chriſt in ſo folemn 
2 manner, attended with innume- 
rable Legions of mighry Angels, 
deſcending into thele lower Regions 
near the Earth, che Glory of whoſe 
Prelence will be conſpicuous to all 
the World, mult needs be a very 
{enhible Conviction to all Wicked 
Perlons of the. Folly of their Do- 
ings, when they {hall ſee the ſame 


Jelus that delivered the Will of 


God to them, 'now come to call 
them to an account for not obey- 
ing it. And fince there may be, 
"= and 
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and doubtleſs are many Scofhng, 
Atheiſtical Spirits in the Aerial Re- 
gions as well as here on Earth, who 
aſcribe all great Mutations in the 
World to Chance and Fortune, or 
the neceſſary Combinations of 
Matcer, this appearance of our 
Lord and Saviour in ſuch a viſt- 
ble manner, according to the ſure 
Predictions of the Holy Scriptures, 
will eftectually confute their vain 
Philoſophy, and 'force them even 
againſt their Wills ro acknowledge 
the Interpolition of a Divine Power 
and Providence. Neither will ic 
be a leſs afflicting Abaſement of 
the inſulting Pride of thar Old 
Serpent and his Rebellious Aﬀoci- 
ates, who1ſo long Tyrannized over 
Mankind with ſuch Contempt and 
Scorn, to feel themſelves caſt down 
into everlaſting Deſtruction b 

that Nature which they had fo 


much vilifed and abuſed, | 
3. In 


__ _ _ 
hd ie. in. Bhi 


: 
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3. Inreſpett of thoſe who have 
been faithful Adherents of Chriſt 
Jeſus, and firmly perſiſted in Good- 
neſs, notwithſtanding the many 
diſcouragements they met withal, 
his Appearance in ſuch a ſenſible 
manner will be exceeding com- 
fortable and joyful ; for they be- 
holding him coming down from 
Heaven with ſuch tranſcendent 
Power and Glory, muſt needs over- 
flow with tranſports of Joy, to fhnd 
that now their Redemption will be 
fully compleated : For what may 
not they hope for at his hands, 
who is both their mercitul Re- 
deemer and their Judge ? And this 
very fight of their long-expected 
Saviour, will invigorate their Souls 
with ſuch a high degree of Life, 
as ſhall, through the inward Ope- 
ration of the Divine Spirit, tranl(- 
form their vile Bodies into the fi- 
milicude of the glorious Body of 
G 3 the 
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the Son of God ; and in theſe fiery 
Chariots like Elyah, they {hall a- 
ſcend from theſe mortal Regions 
ro augment the Train of this great 
and Almighty Judge. So every 
way agrecable are the Articles of 
our Chriſtian Faith. 

2. We come now to the {e- 
cond Part of the Dodrines of 
Chriſtianity, which conſiſts of ſuch 
things as are commanded as Du: 
ties and matters of our Practice. 
Which are only a reviving the na- 
tural Inſcriptions and Laws of 
Righteoulnels Engraven upon our 
Souls at their firſt Creation. For 
it cannot be thought but that that 
long Degeneracy we lay under, 
and the powerful and vigorous 
growth of our Animal Faculties 
mult exceedingly impair, - if not 
wholly obliterate the fair Impreſles 
of the Divine Nature upon us, 
ſo that we have need to have all 


thoſe 
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thoſe eternal Rules of Righteoul- 
neſs and Holineſs to be laid down 
to us afreſh. And the manifeſta- 
tion of the Duties and Obligations 
that Chriſtianity lays upon us, 1s 
the ex{uſcitating and railing up that 
decaying, and "Umoſt dying ſpark 
of Divine Life yet lefr in us, and 
which may gain ſuch frength 
by the powerful energy of the Spi- 
ric of Chriſt, as to conſume or 
convert into its Nature all chart 
Rubbiſh which hindred and ob: 
ſtructed ic. And according to 
theſe Meaſures the Commands and 
Laws of Chriltianity are framed, 
{o that they are a part of the an- 
cient incelleftual Furniture of our 
own Souls. For ſurely, there can 
be nothing more natural and con- 
hiſtent with our rational Frame, 
than to Love and Honour God, 
from whoſe infinite Fulneſs, we 
and all things, received their;Being, 

G 4 with 
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with all our Hearts, and with all 
our Strength : To depend upon 
him for all our Supplies, and*to 
acknowledge our own Nothing- 


neſs, that all that we have pro- 


ceeds and flows from his inex- 
hauſted Bounty : To fit quiet and 
contented under the various Dil- 
penſations of his Providence, and 
ro bring our Minds into a Subor- 
dination and perfect Conformity 
to his Holy Will in all things. 

And as Chriſtianity enjoyns us 
to pay all Duty, and Service, and 
Obedience to God, fo it ftriftly 
Commands all manner of Juſtice 
and Righteouſneſs to others ; for- 
bidding all harm and wrong to any 
thing living, and inſtead of thar, 
requiring every Man in his ſeveral 


Station and Capacity to do all that 


Good that at any time lies in his 
Power. To be kind and compal- 


all 
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all manner of Injuries done unto 
us, and returning Good for the 
Evil that we have received. 
Furthermore, Chriſtianity com- 
mands us to avoid all Lying and 
Hypocriſte, as things beneath the 
excellency and dignity of our Na- 
rure, and to ſpeak the "Truth in 
ſincerity and fingleneſs of Heart. 
To baniſh out of our Minds all 
Malignity, Rancour, Malice and 
Envy, as being the moſt contrary 
to the Nature of God, who de- 
lights in the Proſperity and Hap- 
inels of his Creatures ; and there- 
fore the Soul of a Chriſtian above 
all others is enlarged and widened 
with an univerſal Love and Cha- 
rity, readily undertaking the help 
and relief of the Necellitous and 
Indigent, looking upon all Man- 
kind as Brethren, and thereby joy- 
ing and delighting in the Felicity 
of the whole World. 


Now 


3g 
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Now as to our ſelves, we are 
engaged by the Precepts of our 
Holy Religion, to exerciſe great 
Temperance and Moderation, So- 


| briety and Chaſtity, in reference 


to all Corporcal Satisfactions and 
Delights : Not to defile and pol- 
lute our (elves with debauched and 
ſenſual Pleaſures, but to remember 
that our Souls once came from the 
pure and incorruptible Manſions 
of Heaven, and therefore, that it 
is very unbecoming to luffer them 
to. wallow and tumble in the Dirt 
and Mire of the Earth. And ſince 
we are of a Divine Extraction, 
Religion puts, us in Mind to be- 
have our ſelves as Citizens of that 
Heavenly Country, and to releaſe 
and withdraw our Aﬀections from 
this World, and to think of our 
return thither from whence we 
have ſo long baniſhed our ſelves. 
For certainly nothing ſo much effe- 

minates, 


*% 
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minates, debaſes, and ſhrivels u 
the Mind of Man, as Covetouſnels 
and a ſordid purſuit of Riches, 
rendring it unfit for any Noble 
and Generous Action, and 1s really 
the moſt delpicable Drudgery and 
Slavery thar any one can fall un- 
der. It were endleſs to purſue 
every fingle Vertue that is pro- 

ounded and countenanced in the 
Rules of Chriſtianity ; and there- 
fore this may ſuffice to conclude 
this Head withal, that there is no- 
ching that is truly Heroical and Di- 
vine, nothing that is Graceful and 
Lovely, and matter of good Re- 

ort and Praile, but it 1s a part 
of the Dury of a Chriſtian. 

And now we may lately appeal 
to the common underſtanding of 
all Men , whether any of theſe 
things are unreaſonable ; or whe- 
ther they are not rather adapted for 
the advancement of our Souls'ro 

their 
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cheir higheſt Perfe&tion. Indeed, 
if we look upon every thing to be 
unreaſonable that goes crols to our 
corrupt Luſts and Aﬀections, and 
that any way contradicts our car: 
nal and ſenſual Deſires, then Chri- 
ſtian Religion will be the moſt un- 
reaſonable thing in the World. 
But this were to become brutiſh, 
and not to diſcern what is really 
the Advantage and Perfection of 
Humane Minds. For the denying 
the Cravings of our corrupt Ap- 
petites, and the dying to our Cor- 
poreal Aﬀections, is the enlivening 


' that better and diviner Part of us, 


and the aſlerting our {elves into 


our true Liberty and Freedom. 


3. The third Head under which 


we comprehended the Doctrines of 


Chriſtianity is, the Promiſes of 


oreat Rewards to all thoſe that 


incerely and conſcientiouſly obey 


ments 
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ments threaten'd to the Stubborn 
and Refractory. We ſhall conſider 
both cheſe Parts diſtin&ly and ſe- 
verally : I fay therefore, That 
God {hould annex Rewards to the 
Performance of his Commands, 
will appear very reaſonable and 
becoming, it nor wholly necef- 
ſary. 

1. In regard of the Weakneſs 
of our State and Condition. For 
that long Degeneracy we lay in un- 
der Sin, had through conſtant ex- 
ercile and continuance of Time, 
ſo vitiated and weakned our beſt 
Powers and Faculties, that we 
could never, by our own ſolitary 
endeavours recover our ſelves. 
And chough Vertue be in it ſelf ex- 
ceeding lovely and amiable, and 
attractive of the Hearts of all thoſe 
whoſe Eyes are in ſome good mea. 
ſure opened to diſcern the Beauty 
of it: Yet the generality of Men 

have 
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have the Eyes of their Minds ſo faſt 
cloſed, that the brightneſs and ex- 
celleacy of .it. can make no ſenſible 
Imprefiion upon them. "There- 
tore it 1s not only very becoming 
chat Evangelical Occonomy Gop 
has {et on Foox, but neceſlary that 
there ſhould he {ome further pow 
erful encouragement made ule of, 
than what is derived from the na- 


" ked Contemplation of Vertue it 


(elf. For if Vertue alone be ſo 
charming, it will be much more. 
when it comes accompanicd with 
che ſecuricy of Immorcal Glory. 
And it ſome Men can make ſuch 


ropetul Beginnings, and overcome 


many Difhculues, and endure much 
Hardſhip for the Atcainment of 
Vertue, (as many of the Poor 


Heachens did, meerly for Vertne's 


lake , without any confideration 
of Reward) lurely there 1s none 


that can flinch or give back, when 


belides 
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beſides the Pleaſure of che thing it 
ſelf, there is ſo ſtupendious a Re- 


ward annexed to it. So thar in 


this Gop hath both conſulted the 
Weakneſles and Neceſſities of Man- 
kind, and taken ſuch a courſe as 
may render the Recovery of his 
own Nature in them to become 
effectual. | 

2. Gop hath fo attempered 


\ things, that he hath lefr room ſut- 


ficient for ingenuity to ſhow and 
exerciſe it ſelf ; and they that Love 
Gov becauſe he hath propoſed a 
Reward, do yet in effect do it for 
the tranſcendent exceilency of his 
Nature, Becauſe no Man can 
have a certain and aſſured Hope of 
this Reward, but it muſt flow 
from the conl(1deration of the inh- 
nite Goodneſs and Benignity of 
Gop dilplayed to the Wold. 
Therefore when Gov has pro- 


poled a Reward to the Love of 
Ver- 
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Vertue, ic doth not extinguiſh that 
natural Love which the Soul retains 
of ſo excellenc an Obje&t, bur 
heightens and inflames it. The 
Reward lerves as a Spur to quick- 
en and ſharpen our Deſire and 
Contention after that which we 
apprehend has ſo much Pleaiure 
. and Satisfaction in it. 

3. Rewards are congruouſly 
enough annexed to the Laws and 
Commands of Gop, that Men 
might not look upon him as rigid 
and ſevere, butas a Being that truly 
defires their Good and Well-being. 
For Vertue agd Holineſs, and that 
new Nature that is required of us 
under the Goſpel, being every way 
ſo ungratetul ro Fleſh and Blood, 
(as tending to the extirpation of 
all carnal Delires) if there had 
been no Rewards propoſed, finful 
and unworthy Men would have 


had jealous and ſuſpicious thoughts | 
of 


Ser. [Tl Revealed Religion, 


of Gov, as if he had been either 
Severe and Tyrannical, or that 
Vertne and Goodnels had not been 
a thing of that Value and Confe- 
quence that now we {ee it 1s. Bur 
now, by propoſing lo great a Re- 
wand, and making ſuch ample 
Promiſes to unfeigned Piety, ir 
is a clear Evidence that he would 
have this to take effe&t, and that 
he is ready to promote it fo far as 
may conſiſt with the Nature or 
Rational Creatures. 

And as for the Comminarion of 
extremeſt Puniſhments to thoſe 
that forget Gov, it will appear 
no leſs reaſonable upon theſe two 
26400 : 

. To uphold the Righteous 
O-Mrhiet of Gop in the 
World, For in that Gop is an 
infinite Puricy and Holmeſs, and 
has endued Men and Angels : wich 
inch a large-Portion of this his 

- Na- 
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Nature, that nothing but their 
own perverſe Wills could diveſt 
them of this happy State, it is hard 
to conceive that Gop could, by 
any better way, manifeſt his ha- 


tred and Derteſtation of. all Sin and. 


Evil, than by expoſing it pub- 
lickly to a deſerved Puniſhment. 
For ſhould this Pure and Holy Be- 
ing never {tep forth in a ſignal 
and remarkable manner to Puniſh 
Wickedneſs and Vice, bold and 
daring Sinners would conclude as 
formerly they have done, P/al. 5 o. 
21. That God was altogether ſuch 
an one as themſelves : "That Sin and 
Evil were only Fantaltick Things, 


"- O 
and that G o » did not trouble him- 


{elf with the Aﬀtions of Men. Such 


| Thoughts as theſe caſt the higheſt 


reproach upon Go Þp and his Go- 
vernment and Providence in the 
World. And therefore he is in a 
very great manner concerned to 
vin- 
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{o wicked as they would be. For 
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vindicate the Juſtice and Righte- 
ouſnels of his Proceedings, and to 
ſhew in ſome ſolemn way his Ha- 


tred and Indignation of all Iniquity. 
To which we may add, that the 


Nature of Men and Angels is lo 
framed+ as muſt neceſſarily make 
chem fit and capable Objects of 
Go v's di{tributive Juſtice. For 


there being fuch'a Sui Poteſtas, Li- 


berty or Freedom in reference: to 
"their own Actions, eflential to 


them, they will unavoidably. be 
accountable to that Divine Nemeſes, 
which will never leave (courging 
and beating of Sin till it- have 
m_ it quite out of the World. 
'The chreacning of levere 


es is a {trong Curb and 


Reſtraint to keep Men off from 
thole Exorbitances. which other- 
wile their corrupt Natures would 
lead them to, rhat they cannot be 


fear 
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fear and ſenſe of Pain, have a 
reater force upon our Minds in 
this Earthly State, than the ſtrongeſt 
and moſt refined Deductions of 
Reaſon. We cannor but ſee how 
weak and ineffectual thoſe Humane 
Laws are, which have no Puniſh- 
ment annexed for the Tranſgrel- 
ſors, and by how much the greater 
the Penalty is, by ſo much the 
more cautious 1t renders the Acti- 
ons of Men. Now, as no Hu- 
mane Laws do directly intend Pu- 
niſhment, ſo neither do the Laws 
of Gov, but this ſevere Penalty 
is added as a Fence and Security, 
and ſerves to fright Men out of 
the Arms of their Sins, and is a 
powerful Bar againſt the wild Ex. 

curſions of Fleſh and Blood. 
Having now fo fully manifeſted _ 
that Chriltianity hath nothing un- 
reaſonable in it, whether we look 
upon the Frame, and make of ir 
in 


| 


in General, or whether we reflect 
upon the DoEtrines contained in it, 
we may draw ſome few Inferences 
from hence. As, 

1. That every Chriſtian accor- 
ding to his Capacity ought to look 
upon it as his Duty to be able to 
give a Reaſon of his Faith. lr is 
the Apoſtles advice, 1 Pet. 3. 15. 
Be ready to give an Anſwer to every 
Man that asks you a Reaſon of the hope 
that is m you. And again, 1 Thef. 
5- 21. Prove all things, hold faſt that 
which is good. For fince Goy 
hath ſo far complied with our 
Weakneſs, as to ſuit the whole bu- 
ſineſs of Religion to our Meaſures 
and Capacities, and yet made all 
its Commands and Dodtrines to 
bear ſo grateful and plealing a 
Harmony with our Rational 
Frame, he expects that we ſhould 
be able to. ſay more for it, rhan-a 
Jew for the Moſaical Law , or a 
H 3 Turk 
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Turk for the Alcoran, or a Pagan 
for his ancient Superſtition. And 
yet ſo ſupinely negligent are the 
oreatelt part of thole that profeſs 
Chriſtianity, that they can give no 
better Account why they are Chri- 
{tians, than that it is the Religion 
which their Forefathers lived and 
died in; or becaule it is that which 
by Law is eſtabliſhed amongſt 
them, and they have been trained 
up from their Infancy in ſuch a 
Perſuaſion ; which is no more than 
what multitudes of the greateſt - | 
Hereticks have had to plead for 
themſelves Whereas Chriſtian 
Religion bearing in its Face the evi- | 
dent Marks and Characters of the | 
eternal Reaſon, muſt ſurely admit 
of a better Apology. And the | 
great caple why we do not diſcern | 
the beauty and agreeablenels of it, 
mult be attributed to aur Slothful- 
nels; and Negligence, and to the 


pre- 


prevalency of thoſe naughty At- 
fections that we ſuffer to lead us 
about. For it is certain, that a 
Mind thart is puffed up with Pride 
and Vain-glory, that is filled with 
the Thoughts of the World and 
Earthly Vanities, that is ſunk down 
and drowned in bodily Pleaſures, 
is in no fitter Diſpoſition to make 
a Judgment of Religion, than a 
Blind Man to difference and di- 
ſtinguiſh Colours. 

2. From hence we ſee, That 
Gop does not require us to be- 
lieve without giving us good 
Grounds and Reaſons. For, Gov 
in the ſtructure of Chriſtianity 
adapting it lo far to the Imbecility 
and Imperfection of our Nature, 
and taking all poſſible care for our 
Satisfaction, that we may not be- 
lieve blindtold without enquiring 
or asking a Reaſon, it is a ſure 
lign that he would have us make 

H 4 ule 


Ser.[II. Revealed Religion. 103 


104 


A Defence of Ser [ll. 


uſe of thoſe Faculties that he has 
given us. And moreover, the 
great Cognation there is between 
the Laws of Religion and the Pri- 
mitive Inſcriptions of our Souls, 
puts us out of all doubt that they 
are not the Effects and Reſults of 
mere Arbitrarious Will, but the 
Products of immutable and eter- 
nal Wiſdom. Wherefore, as Go» 
has given us our bodily Eyes to 
ſecure us from harm and danger, 
and to dire&t us in the ſeveral 
Actions of our Lives ; fo has he 
given us our Reaſons and Under- 
ſtandings to perform the ſame 
Offices for our Souls, that our 
Eyes do for our Bodies. 

3. Laſtly, There is no Man 
can deſpiſe and undervalue the 
Goſpel, but he mult be given over 
to a Prophane and Atheiftical Spi- 
rit. For ſince there appears ſuch 


t1gnal Notices and characteriſtical 
Marks 


OE CS 
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Marks of Divinity all along in the 
Scriptures, and that there is ſuch 
a thing as Juſtice and Injuſtice, 
Truth and Fallhood, antecedenc 
to all Poſitive Laws whatever, and 
theſe Notions engraven at their 
firſt Creation upon the Souls of 
Men, it muſt neceſlarily argue a 
ſtrange Diſeaſe and Diſtemper of 
Mind to contradi& thoſe things 
which are ſo ſymmetrical and a- 
orecable with rheir incellectual 
Frame. I confeſs there are ſome 
who, as St.Paul {peaks of the Gentiles 
or Pazans, Rom. 1. 18. do, tw «>- 
Irv os aug xgnxa, unjuitly de- 
tain and impriſon the "Truth ; that 
whereas their natural Faculries ſug- 
geſt to them the Being of a Goy, 
and that this All-perte&t Being can 
communicate his Will and Pleaſure 
ro us Mortals, yet will rather ſftu- 
pike, befor, and bedead the choiceſt 
Powers of their Souls, chan ſuffer 
| them 
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them to entertain a Truth ſo un- 
complying with their carnal Luſts 
and Aﬀections. And this the 
ſame Apoſtle expreſſes in another 
place, 2 Theſſ. 2. 10. By not recei- 
ving the Love of the Truth, i.e. not 
carrying {uch a pliable, ductile and 
ſequacious Temper of Mind, as 
ought to receive and embrace what 
is {o congenerous with it ſelf. And 
nothing =—_ throws the Soul in- 
ro this forced and preternatural 
State wherein it loſes that Criterion 
that ſhould diſtinguiſh berween 
Good and Evil, Truth and Fal- 
ſhood, than Senſuality, and the 
love of the Animal Life. For 
this perrefies, ſtiffnech, and makes 
the Mind ſo infſen{ible and obdu- 
rate, as not to be rouzed up and 
awakened with the Voice of Thun- 
der. Wherefore when Religion is 
made ſo fully unexceptionable, ro 
deride and ſcoff at itas a mean, je- 
june, 
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june, and contemptible Thing a- 
gainſt all the Sence and R@gaſon 
that ever Mankind was endued 
withal, is as horrid a piece of Im- 
piety as any one can be guilty of ; 
and will at laſt lead to the un- 
comfortable Chambers of eternal 
Deſtruction. 
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Sermon IV. 
Rom. I. 16, 
For IT am not aſhamed of the Goſpel 


of Chriſt 
V (in what has been 

already diſcourled 
from theſe Words ) the ewo firſt 
Cauſes or Grounds which may in- 
duce a Man to be aſhamed of any 
Matter or Doctrine propounded 
to gain belief to it, And they 


were, 
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were, if it were neither true nor 
reaſonable. 

2. The third is, if it be not in- 
telligible, 4. e. if ir be not delivered 
in; \uch; plain and eafie terms as 
that thoſe to whom it is delivered 
may underſtand it. Now, as to 
this Particular, we ſhall lay down 
this cohclufion, That Chriſtian Re- 
tirwon; fo far -as concerns the Salvation 
of Mankind, is ſo plain and open, that 
the "moſt mean and vulgar ſort may 
underſtand it. And this we ſhall 
prove not only very reaſonable 
that it ſhould be ſo, bur abſolute- 
ly neceſlary and could not be other. 
wile. And that upon theſe Ac- 
counts. 

1. Chriſtianity was given to be 
the Religion of all Men, not only 
of Philoſophers and Statelmen, bur 
of the meanelt and moit unlearned 
Perſons in the World. Now that 
which was deligned for ſo univer- 


{al 


{al a Good and Benefit as that of 
the whole Race of Men, of what 
Rank, or Quality, or Condition 
ſoever they were, muſt of neceſlity 
be lo contrived, that it may be 
underſtood of all. For the Will 
can never cloſe with, receive, or 
embrace that which the Under- 
ſtanding has no apprehenſ10n or 
knowledge of. 1 the Apoſtles, 
when they firſt Preached the Goſpel, 
had told che People ſuch high and 
myſterious things as their ſhallow 
Capacities could frame no Intelli- 
gible Idea's of, they might as well 
have ſpoken in an unknown Lan- 
guage, and- that doubtleſs would 
have done their Auditors but little 
good. Bur fince the far more nu- 
merous part of the World were 
Perſons of no great depth of Un- 
derſtanding, Religion ought prin- 
cipally to be fitted for them, and 
conſequently muſt be made very 
caſte 
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eaſte to be underſtood in all thoſe 


things that were abfolutely necel- 
ſary to their Salvation, otherwiſe 
it would be of na benefit to them. 
Our Lord/and Saviour tells St. Paut, 
As 26. 18. that he ſent him to 
open Mens Eyes, that is, to inform 
their Under ſtandings, and to turn them 
from Darknefs to Light, and from 
the Power of Satan unto God. But 
which way fhould the Apoſtle do 
this > Ic muſt be by plainneſs of 
Speech, and by fuiting his Argu- 
ments to the common Apprehen- 
fion of them that heard him. For 
an Argument that a Man does not 
underſtand can no more prevail 
upon him, than Sampſon's Riddle 
could feed the Philiftines with 
Honey. | 
2. Chriſtian Religion has the 
Nature of a Covenant, and is often 
called ſo ; therefore the Terms of 
which it conſiſts, ought to be ſo 
plain, 
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plain, as that every one concerned 
in it may underſtand them. Now 
a Covenant (as every one knows) 
is a mutual Compact or Agree: 
ment, wherein each Party obliges 
himſelf to the Performance of ſome- 
thing : "Thus in this new Covenant 
of the Goſpel, G 0» engages to be- 
ſow on Men many great and in- 
eltimable Bleſſings and Benefits, 
and we promile to be obedient to 
his Commands, and to walk u 
fncerely to that which he has made 
the Condition of our Salvation. 
But now, how {ſhall we come to 
know either what the Bleſſings are 
which Go» intends to beſtow up- 
on us, or what the Duties ro which 
we are obliged, and which are the 
Terms on our fide to perform, 
unleſs they are plainly and perſpi- 
cuoully fer forth ro the common 
Underitznding of Men ? All the 
World is concerned in this Cove- 
[ nant, 


13 
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'nant, and therefore Reaſon tells 


us, that all the World muſt un- 
derſtand what ir is, and embrace 
it, and receive a benehr by ir, if 
it be not their own Fault. And 
hence we underſtand the meaning 
of thoſe words of the Apolitle, 
Rom. 10. 6, 7, 8. Say not m thine 
Heart, who ſhall aſcend up into Hea- 
ven, that is, to bring Chriſt down from 
above? Or who ſhall deſcend into the 
deep, to bring up Chriſt again from 
the Dead ? For the Word is nigh thee 
in thy Mouth, and im thy Heart. _— 
The Apoſtle here tells us, thar 
there is no Reaſon why a Chriſtian 
ſhould imagine that Gop pro- 
pounds to him luch Conditions as 
are impoſlible tor him to perform ; 
(tor the aſcending into Heaven, and 
deſcending into the Deep, is a Pro- 
verbial Speech, and uled to f1gni- 
he a thing extreamly hard and 
difficult; ) For in that Chriſt came 
from 
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from Heaven, and role from the 
Dead without any aſliſtance or help 
of ours, by the ſole Power and 
Virtue of his Divinity, it is a ma- 
nifelt {f1gn that we are not tyed to 
Impolhibilities, nor are the terms 
of our Salvation intricate and un- 
intelligible: Bur (as it follows ) 
the Ward is nigh thee m thy Mouth, 
and m thy Heart: i. e. the way of 
Salvation, or the Chriſtian Reli- 


5 


o10n 1s plain and obvious ro all. 


Capacities to obſerve and Pra- 
= 
. Every Man ſhall be accoun- 
Wh i hereafter for his Obedience 
or Diſobedience to the Laws of 
the Goſpel ; which he could not be, 
it they were lo oblcure and dark, 
as that he could have no Appre- 
henfton or underſtanding of them. 
It a Law were made in ſuch am- 
biguous, dark, and perplexed 
Terms, rhat an a ordinary Capacity 
2 could 
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could not underſtand its Sence and 
Meaning, it were impoſſible to 
know when he obeyed, or when 
he tranſgreſſed : And ſuch a Law 
would biker be to no purpole, Or 
elle made with a deſign to eninare 
Men ; which can by no means be 
attributed to Gop, who is inh- 
nite Wiſdom and infoice Equity. 
Gop lent his Son into the World 
to publiſh and declare his Will, 
and he having ſo much kindnels 
for Men as to die for them, we 
may be ſure would not fail in re- 
prelenting it {o clearly, as that 
none {ſhould have any reaſon to 
complain that ic was hid from 
him. 

4. If Religion had been unin- 
eligible, it would pertectly have 
loſt its end and deſign, which was 
© recover Men from a ſtate of Sin 
tO a ſtate of Righteouinels. For, 


Can a Man be 'perſwaded by that 
which 


| 
| 


| 
| 


which he does not underitand ? 
Or {ſhall a Myſtery wrapt up in 
thick Clouds and Darkneſs, on 
purpoſe that it may be unintellt- 
oible, make any one ever the 
wiſer * The Apoltle Sr. Paul ſpear: 
ing of the State of the Golpel, 2 Cor. 
3. 18. ulcs this Expreſſion, We all 
with open face beholdins as mn a Glaſs, 
the Glory of the Lord, are changed m- 
to the ſame Image from Giory to 
Glory. The tull meaning of which 
words 1s this, "The Golpel is not 
like the Law , which when Moſes 
brought down from the Mouar, 
he pur a Veil upon his Face, there 
being abundance of Rites and Ce- 
remonies, and Types relating 0 
our Saviour Chriſt, which the 
common People underltood no- 
thing of : Bur Chriſtianity is open 
and plain, having no ſhadows to 
darken and obſcure, and we look: 
ing into this and ſeeing the Glory 


l z of 
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of ir as perfectly as we can fee our 
Faces in a Glaſs, are by little and 
little, and long looking upon it, 
changed and transformed into the 
ſame Image and Likeneſs. Now 
this is ſpoken in reference to the 
Plainneſs and Perlpicuicy of Reli- 
gion, which would lole the deſ1gn 
and purpole for which it was 
given, it it had been lo obſcure 
that we could have no conception 
or meaning of it. For can any 
Man in his Wits believe that he can 
be changed and transformed b 
2 Contrivance or Diſcourſe that 
he is wholly ignorant of ? And 
St. John aſlures us, 1 Job. 1. 5. That 
God is Light, and in him 1s no Darkneſs 


at all: i.e, The manifeſtation of 


Gop's Will is plain and open, 
no obſcurity cf Shadows or Types 
and Figures, but eafte and incel- 
ligible to all, fo far as concerns 
their eternal Salyarion, By which 
it 
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it is very evident, that Religion 
in all things necef{ary to bring the 
World to everlaſting Bleſſednels, 
is a thing thar does not ELIE 
the meanelt Capacity. 

Bur here I forclee there are ſome 
no inconhiderable ObjeRtions which 
ſeem to undermine and 1iavalidate 
what has hitherto been diſcourſed, 
and thele being removed and taken 
out of the way, I ſhall conclude 
this particular. 


Objeft. 1. It may here be laid, 
If the Goſpel, i. e. Chriſtian Reli- 
g10n be 4 olaj LIN pos fitted to the 
meaneſt Capaciry, why 1s it then 

called a Myltery 2 Now a Myltery 
is a ſacred and hidden Picce of 
Wiſdom, containing under it ſome 
great and exceilent 9 and 
fach is the Goſpel, whica the Apo. 


{tle calls, Eph. 3. 4, 5- The Myſtery 


of Chr it, obich 3 in other Ages was not 


HI: {cle 
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made known to the Sons of Men , as 
it is now revealed unto his Holy 4po- 
ſtles and Prophets by the Spirit. And 
again, Colofſ. 1. 26. Ir is called che 
Myſtery which was hid from Ages and 
Generations, but now is made manifeſt 
to the Saints, Now if (as we lee 
the Apoſtle tells us) the Goſpel be 
ſuch a Myſterious thing, how 
comes it to be fo plain and ob- 
vious (as we have ſaid) to every 
vulgar Capacity ? 

In an{wer to this, we muſt con- 
{1der that Chriſtian Religion is in- 
deed a Myſtery, and it 1s defer: 
vedly called io by the Apoſtle ; 
but yer notwithſtanding, this does 
not hinder, bur that it 1s plain and 
open in all things neceſlary to Sal- 
vation. We {hall therefore firſt 
ſhew the Reaſons why it 1s called 
a Myſtery, and that it is very re- 
quiſite it ſhould be fo, z. e. that 


there ſhould be ſomething hidden 


and 
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and reſerved in it, that ſhould not 
preſencly be diſcerned by every 
olcitant and careleſs Perſon ; and 
then make ir appear further, that 
it 1s not difficult ro be underſtood 
in thoſe things that are abſolutely 
neceſſary to every Chriſtian's Sal- 
vation, 

Now, beſides that, the Apoſtle 
exprelly affirms Chriſtianity ro be 
a Myſtery, there are many Inſtances 
which prove it to be ſo. There 
are many Doctrines which are very 
obſcure and difhcult to be under- 
ſtood, ſuch as the Divinity of our 
Saviour, the Dofctrine of the Holy 
Trinity ; nay, the very Reſurre&t- 
on of our Bodies is termed a My- 
ſtery, as containing ſomething 
above common and vulgar con. 
ceits and apprehenſions. And 
when we reflect upon the different 
Sentiments and Per{waſtons of 
Men about thele things, it will 


tully 
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fully evince ſome obſcurity in Re- 
ligion, and that it is not every 
where of the ſame make, but has 
ſome unfathomable Depths, as 
well as ſhallows that are caſte and 
obvious to be Forded, and under- 
ſtood by a mean and ordinary 
Capacity. For it is impoſlible 
that ever {o many Diviſttons about 
the Doctrines of Religion, fo ma- 
ny Sects of difterent Perſwaſtons 
ſhould have ariſen, and ſo long 
troubled and vexed the Chriſtian 
Church, it all things had þÞcen at 
firſt fight plain hu | intelligible co 
every one. Not to mention the 
many Prophecies uttered in the 
Holy Scriptures, which are no 0- 
therwiſe known bur by their events 
and fulfilling, and till then Men 
make but uncertain Gueſles and 
Conjectures about them. 

And that this obſcurity in ſome 
things of Religion is very becom- 
ing 
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ing the All-comprehenſive Wiſdom 


of Gop, appears to be very rea- 
{onable, 

1. To conciliate reverence and 
eſteem to Religion. Should Gop 
at once have laid open all the 
Pearls of che Golpel to every Car- 
nal Eye, they would have been 
apt to have contemned and de- 
{pied them, fince it is the com- 
mon guile and faſhion of the 
World, to eſteem that of little 
worth and value, that colts no La- 
bour and Pains to come at : Where- 
as they apprehend fomething more 
than ordinary, ſome great matter 
to be contained in that which is 
wrapt up, and kept ſecret and re- 
ſerved from common fight. 


Therefore that this great Gift of 


Gop might not prove delpicable 
and contemprtible, he is pleaſed to 
Veil it in a good mealure, thar 
Men might not know the worth 


of 
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of it at once, but that the more 
they look into it, the more they 
ſhould admire the unvaluablenels 


and richneſs of it. It is recorded 


of ſome of the Kings of Perſia, 
that they ſhewed themlelves to 
their Subjefts but once a Year, 
that they might be more reve- 
renced and adored, when they ot- 
fered themſelves to the People's 
View. And Gov, that he might 
gain more Revenedee and Eſtima 
tion to this infinice Treaſure 
wherewith he hath enriched The 
World, he keeps a great part or it 
hidden, and is not won without 
many Prayers and earneſt Impor- 
runities, accompanied with great 
diligence to ſhew unto Men the 
olorious Beauty of it. 

6 Je us very becoming that 
ſome things in Religion ſhould be 
obſcure, and that there ſhould be 


{ome high and railed Truths above 
the 
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the level of common Underſtand- 
ings , that fo all Holy Perſons 
might find matter of Delight and 
Satisfa&tion, according to their ſe- 
veral ſtatures and orowth in Grace. 
Hence St. John 1 Ep. 1. 13. {peaks 
of Little Children, and Youns Men, 
and Fathers in Religion ; and ac- 
cording to this their ſeveral growth 
and ftature in Chriſt Jelus, there 
mult likewiſe be a difference in the 
Meat or Food they are nouriſhed 
withal. A Man 1s not contented 
wich that which will nouriſh an 
Infant, bur requires ſtronger Mear, 
Therefore St. Paul riohtly diſtin: 
ouiſhech of this, Heb. 5. 12, 13,14. 
For when for the time ye ought to be 
Teachers, ye have need that one Teach 


you agam, which be the firſt Principles 


of the Oracles of God, and are be- 
come ſuch as have need of Milk, and 


not of ſtrong Meat, For every one 


that ſeth Milk 7s unshalful 7 1 the F”ord 


of 
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of Righteouſneſs ; for he is a Babe : 


But ftrons Meat belongs to them that 
are of full Aze Now, that 
the Goſpel may be fitted for all 
theſe ſorts of Perſons, it is neceſ{a- 
ry that it ſhould be furniſhed wich 
ſuch things as are plain, and which 
may be delivered in a Catechetical 
way, as things abſolutely neceſlary 
ro the Salvation of every one ; and 
then that it ſhould be ſtored with 
higher and more raiſed Doctrines 
for the gratification of them that 
are of full Age in Chrilt, who, by 
reaſon of their growth in the Di- 
vine Life, have their Senſes exerciſed 
to diſcern both Good and Evil, And 
accordingly the Apoltle, when he 
lays down the Characters of a Bi- 
ſhop, lays, 1 Tim. 3. 6. that he 
mult not be »7vrzs a Novice, 4, e. 
one that only knows the frit Ru- 
diments of Religion, bur is not able 


to pierce imo the depths of it. 
3. That 
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2. Thar there ſhould be ſome 


aificulty in Religion is but reaſo- 
nable to exerciſe Mens diligencein 
ſearching after thele hidden "Trea- 
{ures of Wiſdom. For *tis not- to 
the Careleſs,Oſcicant Perſon, but to 
the Diligenc and Inquiſitive that 
Gov, has promiſed an increaſe of 
Wildom. He that would attain to 
Divine Knowledge muſt /eek her 
as Silver, and ſearch after her as 
for hid Treaſures, as Solomon long 
lince adviſed, Prov. 2. 4. And our 
bleſled Saviour in a Parable, Mat. 
13. 45, 46. Likens the Kingdom of 
Heaven to a Merchant- Man, ſeeking 
goodly Pearls; who, when be had 
found one Pearl of great Price, he went 
and Sold all that he had and bought 
#, All thele things denote ous 
diligent ſearch and carctu} enquiry 
afcer Wildom. Now Gov, tha 

he might oratihe the innocent de- 
fires of Men after Knowled ive, and 
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likewiſe reward their Pains and 
Labour - ia ſearching after ic, he 
opens and dilcovers to them ſuch 
Treaſures as are concealed from 
wicked and careleſs Perſons. 

4. And laſtly, It ſeems reaſo- 
nable that there ſhould be ſome 
choice Pieces of Wildom and 
Knowledge reſerved to exerciſe 
Mens Minds upon, even in the 
very ;concluſion and laſt Age of 
the World. As Nature has hid 
many curious Secrets and great 
Treaſures in the Bowels of the 
Earth, whereby ſhe might have 
ſomething to imploy Mens Dili- 
gence upon, even to the end of 
the World ; ſo Gop has covered 
many Pieces of excellent Wiſdom 
in the Body of the Scriptures, 
that he might ſtill have ſome new 
thing to offer, ſome Treaſures not 
yet known to dilcover to all che 
Generations of Men, till the Time 
come 
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come that they ſhall know as they 
are known. 

You ſee now in what Sence Re- 
ligion may be faid tro be ſome- 
what dark and obſcure, and that 
there are great Reaſons for it. 
And yet notwithſtanding, it is very 
plain and eaſte to the moſt ordi- 
nary Capacity in all things abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to Salvation. So 
that he that believes the Apoltles 
Creed, and leads a good Life ac- 
cording to the plain Commands 
of Gov in the Holy Scriptures, 
he does all that which is required 
as abſolutely neceſſary to Salvati- 
on, and if it be not his own Fault, 
{hall undoubtedly be ſaved. For 
whatever relates to the true and 
right honouring of Gov, and his 
only begotten Son Jeſus C Chriſt, and 
to the Duties of Rightcouſnels 
and Juſtice to one another, is very 
clearly laid down in. the ſacred 
K SCrl- 
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Scriptures, {o that there can be no 
miſtake abour it. And for thoſe 
things that are difficult and tran- 
ſcend common Apprehenſtons, it 
is enough for a Man to belicve 
them to be the Revelations of 
Gop, though he do net under- 
ſtand the ſence and meaning of 
them ; provided that he be Faichy 
tul in the diſcharge of all thoſe 
Duties which are {uited and fitted 
to the Capacity of every Chriſtian, 
and which none can be ignorant 
of, But though this be <nough 
to (ave a Man, yer there is no 
Perſon that has means and oppor- - 
tunities of encreaſing in Wildom 
and Knowledge , bur (it he neg- 
ie them) he {hall be accountable 
to Gov for this his negle&t. For 
to whom much is given, of him ſhall 
much be required, Therefore, if 
we may grow Wiler in Heavenly 


Witdom and Underſtanding, and 
{hall 


ſhall waſte thoſe precious Oppor- 
tunities upon any thing elſe of 
lefler Moment and Concernment, 
this Carelelneſs will highly be 
charged upon us. No Man is to 
ſtand at a ſtay, but tro improve 
himlelf in the Knowledge of Chriſt, 
according to the Opportunities and 
Ability thac Gov has given him, 
ſo that no Man has any Time or 
Pains to Spare, though Go » have 
made every private Chriſtian's 
Duty ſo clear. 


Objeft. 2. To this that hath 
been ſaid of the Plainnels and Per. 
ſpicuicy of Religion, it may fur- 
ther be objected after this manner, 
That it it be ſo plain and clear 
in all thoſe things that are requiſite 
and neceſlary to bring a Chriſtian 
ro Heaven, then what need have 
we of Preaching ? S 
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Aiſw. To this Objeftion we may 
reply, thar {ince this hath been 
made uſe of - by our Adverlaries, 
as an Artifice to draw off and 
diſlettle unſtable Minds from the 
true Religion ; yet if there be any 
validity in it, it makes as much 


againſt them as it doth againſt us; | 


there being no Sect or Party, or + 


Religious Society whatever, but 
hath ſome Perſons ſet apart to 
preſide over and Miniſter in Reli- 
gious Offices ro thoſe of the ſame 
Bond and Communion. Bur we 


ſhall not content our ſelves with 


this, but more fully ſhow, Thar 
though all things neceflary for the 
Salvation of every private Chriſtian 


be fully and plainly laid down, ſo 


that there- can be no miſtake, yer 


a jertled Miniſtry (as the caſe of 


things ſtands) is not only needful, 
bur cannot be laid aſide. And 
that for theſe Reaſons, 


ru ONTTT nagar Wor Ur os v5, 7 2 


1. There | 


1. There are many weak, and 
doubting Conſciences amongſt 
Chriſtians which will want Reſfolu- 
tion ; many that are troubled and 
caſt down that wiil ſtand in need 
of Advice and Comfort. Now 
this makes one great part of - the 
work of him that is appointed for 
the Conduct of Souls, to comfort 
the feeble minded, and to ſupport the 
weak, And though this may bein 
ſome meaſure the duty of all 
Chriſtians to one another, yet 
more eſpecially of him who is de- 
ſigned and ſer apart to miniſter to 
the needs and neceſſities of Souls, 
Moreover, we {ee how vigilant 
and induſtrious the grand Enemy 
of Mankind is, in ſtriving by his 
Agents and Inftrumeats to ſubvert 
the Faith of ſuch as are not well 
grounded, by drawing them into 
Schiſms, Factions, and Hereties, 


which would be in a great mea- 
K 3 {ure 
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' ſure prevented, if Men would con- 
ſult their ſpiritual Guides, whoſe 


Office it is to Teach and to Inſtruct 
them. Therefore, ſo long as thele 
Needs and Neceflities of 'Men con- 
tinue, that is, of fuch as are weak, 
who will want Counſel and Ad- 
vice; of ſuch as are doubttul, 
who will need Reſolution, fo long 
there will be a neceflity of an eſta- 
bliſhed Miniſtry. For tro whom 
can Men better repair than to thole 
that are ſet over them, whoſe con- 
{cientious Faithfulneſs may render 
them fit to be truſted, and whole 
Skill and ability in Learning and 
Knowledge may make them able 
both to inſtruct the Ignorant and 
convince Gainlayers ? - 

2. We cannot bur ſce how eaſi- 
ly Men are drawn into Sin, and 


how prone they are naturally to . 


Vice, notwithſtanding the conſtant 
Admonitions, and frequent Jn- 
ſtruCti- 
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ſtructions given them, and that 
creat, care that is taken to keep 
them our of the Snares of the 
Devil; and we cannot but take 
/notice, how lictie all this prevails 
upon them, and char yet Sin and 
Evil is too apt to get ground and 
make advances. What then can 
we imagine would be che event 
and conlequence, if all thele things 
were laid aſide? Jt they are hard- 
ly now kept in the due fear and 
reverence of Gov by the moſt 
taithtul and ſtrong Exhortations 
to Picty and Vertue, there can no- 
thing elle be expected bur thar a 
Deluge of Wickedaels ſhould over- 
flow the World, when thele Banks 
that ſtopped it are broken down, 
and all reſtraints removed, and 
Men left only to the guidance of 
their unruly Luſfts and Paſſions. 
This mult neceſlarily be the State 
of Things, it there were no ſettled 
K 4 Miat- 
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Miniſtry among us ; and there- 
fore the continuance of it is not 
only highly beneficial, but there 
ſeems a preſling neceſſity for ir, 
though our Duty be ſo plain, and 
all things abſolutely required to 
particular Mens Salvation be lo 
clear and manifeſt. 


ObjefF. 3. It may yet further 
be objefed, If the neceſſary things 
of Religion be lo plain, how come | 
Men to walk lo contrary to it? 
And why has it lo lictle effect in 
the World ? One would think that 
thoſe tupendious Promiſes of the 
Forgiveneſs of our Sins, of the 
aſſiltance of God's Spirit, and of 
everlaſting Toys in the Kingdom of 
Heaven, fhould be enough to 
quicken Mens Diligence, to enliven 
their dull and heavy Minds, and 
put them upon earneſt Reſolutions 
and Endeavours to walk conſtantly 
IN 
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in thoſe Paths that lead to ſo defira- 
ble a Happineſs. By what means 
then comes ic ro pals, that the 
World is no fuller of crue and fin- 
cere Chriſtians ? 

Anſw. It is true indeed, and 
mult be confe(s'd with all ſadneſs 
of Heart, that notwithſtanding our 
Duty is ſo clear and manifeſt, and 
that the Summ of Religion (like 
the Propher's Viſion, Hab. 2. 2.) 
is wricten in ſuch legible Cha- 
racters that he that runs may read 
ic, yet it hath not had that due 
efte&t upon the Hearts and Lives 
of Men as it ought to have. And 
alchough the unſuccelsfulneſs of 
Religion may be reſolved into ma- 
ny and different Cauſes, yer I 
{hall only inſtance in ſome which 
are moſt obvious and frequent : As, 
1.” Becauſe Men place their Re- 


|  ligion in Opinions and Sects, in 


Words and Notions, more than in 
the 


\ 


"IP 


138 


A Defence of Ser. IV. 


the evcrlaſting Rules of Righte- 
ouſneſs, Charity, Goodneſs and 
Truth. It cannot but be matter 
of Sorrow to every (ober and (e- 
rious Chriſtian to ſee the Catho- 
lick Church rent into ſo many 
Pieces - and Diviſions ; one crying 
(as of old) I am of Paul; and 
another, I am of Apollos; and a 
chird of Cephas, as if a Chriſtian 
were not Baptized into Chriſt 
Jeſus, but inco ſome particular 
Perſon, whole Diftates and Perſwa- 
fions he moſt of all affected to 
follow. Every one almoſt lock- 
ing up the Gates of Heaven with 
the Key of his own private Opini- 
on, and excluding ail them that 
cannot compromule with his Judg- 
ment and Per{waſion, And thus 
they build up again char Particion- 
Wall between Jew and Gentile, 
which, at the Death of Chriſt was 


rent alunder, to intimate to us, 
Thar 
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That in the Chriſtian Religion ( as 
the Apoſtle ſhows, Col. 3. 11.) 
there ſhould be neither Greek nor 
Jew, Circumciſion nor Wncircumciſion, 
Barbarian, Scythian, Bond nor Free ; 
but Chriſt ſhould be all and m all. 
Thar is, there ſhould be no more 
diſtinction of Parties, but all 
ſhould be of the ſame Mind, pro- 
tefling the ſame Chriſtian Faith, 
and owning the ſame common Sa- 
viour, and ſhould be ſo united and 
incorporated together,as to become 
as it were one Myſtical Chriſt. 
Religion lies not in the Brain, 
neither is it this or chat Opinion 
that will bring a Man to the Ha- 
ven of his defired Happineſs, with- 
' out the conſtant Practice of all 
| Chriſtian Vercues, and the indiſpen- 
ſible Duties of the Goſpel of 
| Chriſt. Great Knowledge, with- 
| out the inward Life and Power of 
Religion, is bur like the fruitleſs 
Fig- 
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Fig-Tree, that ſent forth nothing 
bur broad Leaves, and renders a 
Man ſo much the more miſerable, 
by how much the more he knew his 


Maſters Will and did it not. Happy 
were -it for the. World , if every 
Mans Knowledge would bloſlom 
into Practice, and bring forth Fruics 
an{werable to that Holy and Pure 
Religion he lives under. Thereis 
no knowledge in Chriſtianity that 
will do a Man any good unleſs it 
be in order to. Practice ; and he 
only is truly Wiſe who makes this 
ule of his Knowledge, that he may 
become the better Chriſtian. 
Though 1 ſpeak with the Tongue of 
Men and Angels, and have not Charity 
(lays St. Paul, 1 Cor. 13. 1.) 1 am 
become but as ſoundins Braſs or a 
tinkling Cymbal, And it a Man had 
all the Wiſdom of the World ep'- 


tomiz d and containd within his 


own Breaſt, yet if he made uſe of 
this 


| 
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this for Oſtentation, or to gain a 
Party, and not for the purifying 
his Heart, and enlarging the King- 
dom of Gov in his Soul, his Re- 
ligion would be but an empty 
noiſe, and he would find this 
building which he has raiſed upon 
the Sands too weak to hold our 
againſt the Storms of Troubles 
and Afﬀictions. The Wiſdom which 
is from above (as St. James informs 
us, Chap. 3. 17.) i firſt Pure, then 
Peaceable , gentle and eaſie to be In- 
treated, full of Mercy and good Fruits, 
without Partiality and without Fyps- 
crifſie., And again, Chap. 1. 27. 
Pure Religion, and undefiled before 
God and the Father is this, to Viſit the 
Fatherleſs and Widows i their Affifti- 
on, and to keep himſelf unſpotted from 
the World, Now, when Men {hall 
neglect theſe plain and indiſpenſ1- 
ble Duties of Chriſtianity, and take 
up with ſome ſelt-choſen _—_ 

that 
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that contribute nothing to the true 
honouring of Gov, or the edify- 
ing of our Fellow Chriſtians, it is 
no wonder that Religion does not 
gain ground and thrive in the 
World. 

2. Another Reaſon why Reli- 
gion prevails {o lictle upon Mens 
Hearts is, becauſe they live too 
much upon Sence, We are more 
affected with the preſent Objects | 
of our Senſes, than with the things 
that are inviſible, and at a diſtance 
from us, and are only Objects of 
our Faith. Whereas Chriſtianity, 
when firmly ſcated in us, and the 
Power of it diſplayed upon our 
Souls, would teach us tro Walk 
by Faith, and not by Stght, 2 Cor. 5. 7. 
And accordingly, it we did make 
the infiiite Rewards of Immorta- 
liry but preſent ro our Minds, and 
did as fhrmly believe them, as we 


do what we lee, and hear, and 
handle, 
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handle, it is impoſſible but that 
we ſhould be equally afteRted with 
them, and they would have as 
ſtrong a Faith upon us. The ſure 
Promile of Immortal Glory would 
as ſtrongly move and put us upon 
Action, as any worldly and fen- 
ible Good, if the Beliet were equal. 
And it we acted agreeably to the 
Conſticution of our own Natures, 
the Reaſons and Arguments ſug- 
geſted to us by our Rational Facul- 
ties, ought as forcibly and power: 
fully to perſwade us as thoſe which 
are urged upon us by our Senſes. 
Burt while we ſpeak doubttully, 
and believe waveringly and uncer- 
tainly, the Felicities and Joys of che 
other World, make lids or n9 
Imprefſion upon us. And this 
doubtlels is one great Reaſon that 
\Religion has fo little cfte&t upon 
our Minds. Suppole we law our 
Lord and Saviour coming ih the 

C'ouds 
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Clouds, attended with Thouſands 
of mighty Angels to judge the 
World, which, wich the Glory and 
Brightneſs of their Heavenly Bo- 
dies, ſhould cauſe a Light, ſurpal- 
fing that of the Sun ; How ſtrange- 
ly would ſuch a fight as this affect 
wel Surely, it is nothing but our 
Earthlineſs, and the dwelling of our 
kinds fo much upon Senſe that 
we are fo little affected with the 
thoughts of ir now ; ſince that 
which will certainly come to pals, 
ought to be looked upon as jult 
ngw preſent. 

3. Laſtly, to the foregoing Par- 
ticulars we may add, as one no 
mean Cauſe why rhe Goſpel Pre- 
vails fo lictle upon Men, viz, the 
want of that which the Apoſtle 
St. Jude ſpeaks of, Ver. 20. The 
building up one another in our moſt 
Holy Faith, As Gop renews and 
regenerates our Natures by his 


Holy 
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Holy Spirit, fo it is the Duty of all 


Chriſtians to be workers together 
with him, and to edifhe and 
ſtrengthen one another, and 
help ro carry on to perfection 
that work which Gov has begun 
in their Souls. In Rom. 15. 2, 3. 
the Apoſtle charges this Duty upon 
every Chriſtian, Let every one of 
you pleaſe his Neighbour for his good 
to Edification, 1. e. Let every Man 
ſubje&t his own ends and delires 
to the ſpiritual Good of other 
Men, viz. to the confirming and 
building chem up in the Chriſtian 
Faith. And to bind this Exhor- 
ration yet faſter upon the Conlſct- 
ences of Men, the Apoſtle makes 
| ule of the Example of Chriſt, in 
the next words, For even Chriſt 
| pleaſed nct himſelf, 1. e. Chriſt had 
| no reſpects for himſelf, no ends of 
his own to conſult, but as if he 
had wholly forgotten himſelf, he 
L de- 
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devoted himſelf perfetly to the 
promoting of his Father's Glory. 
The whole number of Chriſtians 
that believe in Jeſus are one Body: 
Now as the Members of the Body 
have the ſame care one of another, 
ſo ought every Man to be very 
tender of the Good of his Fellow- 
Chriſtian. If a Man be a true 
and unfeigned Chriſtian, he will 
not walk ſolitary and alone in his 
way to Heaven, but will ſtrive to 
draw as many to accompany him 
as he can, in {o pleaſant and gain- 
ful a Journey. He will always be 
inſtruZting thoſe that are ignorant, 
comforting the weak-hearted, and 
ſtrengthning thoſe that are waver- 
ing and unſettled. And where 
thele things are wanting, and 
every one lives as a Stranger to 
another, it cannot be expected that 


the Goſpel ſhould draw off Men | 
from Sin ſo ſucceſsfully, and with | 
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ſo much Triumph, as it would if 
Men would lay afide their little 
Self-ends, and be of more univer- 
ſal and publick Spirits, and em- 
ploy their Wit and Diligence in 
doing good to one another. 

The fumm and concluſion of 
the whole matter is this: Since 
Chriſtian Religion was intended 
not merely for Wiſe-Men, and ſuch 
as were of great Reach and Under: 
ſtanding, bur for the pooreſt and 
weakeſt Perſon, it is in all things 
necellary to Salvation made plain 
and caſte. And that Gop might 
gratifie our innocent ſearch after 
Knowledge, he has hid many pre- 
cious Treaſures of Wiſdom in the 
Scriptures, as a Reward of our 
Piety and Diligence. And there- 
fore, where any thing is delivered 
ſo obſcurely, thar wich our beſt 
diligence we cannot artain to the 
true {ence and meaning of it, it 1s 
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a ſure ſign that whatever ſence 
Gov intended, yet he did not 
make that abſolutely neceſlary to 
the Salvation of all Men. For if 
he had, he would have laid it down 
in plain, and not in intricate and 
ambiguous Terms. In the mean 
time, we muſt all conſider that it 
is our Duty to pray unto Gop 
(as the Apoſtle St. Paul for his Di- 
{ciples the Coloſſians, Chap. 1. 9,10.) 
and to defire that we may be filled 
with the knowledge of his Will in all 
Wiſdom and ſpiritual Underſtanding ; 
That we may walk worthy of the Lord 
unto all pleaſing, being fruitful in every 


good Work, and increaſmg m the 


knowledge of God. And let us re- 
member that as Go» has diſtri- 
buted the meaſures of his Gifts 
and Graces to every one, accor- 
dingly ſhall their account be ar 
the laſt day. He that cannot read 
the Bible, and has fewer oppor- 
runities 
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runities of knowledge, his account 
ſhall not be ſo great as his that can 
Read, and has leiſure and time ro 
inform himſelf. And he that has 
$kill and knowledge to underſtand 
the Scriptures , ſhall yer be more 
leverely treated, if he do not make 
uſe of this, both for js own and 
his Neighbour's Good. 


A 
DEFENCE 
Revealed Religion. 


SERMON V. 


Rom. I. 16. 


For 1 am not aſhamed of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt —— 


Aving diſpatched the three 
i firſt Cauſes of Shame, 
we Come now to remove 
and take away the fourth and laſt, 
and to ſhew the great Uſefulneſs 
of Chriſtian Religion to the World. 
The uſefulneſs therefore of an 
thing conſiſts in the ferviceablinch 
L 4 * = - 


152 


A Defence of Ser. V, 


of it for that end to which it was 
deſigned. Now this very Apoſtle 
aſſures us, 1 Tim. 4. 8. that Godli- 
neſs is profitable to all things, having 
the Promiſe of the Liſe that now 1s, 
and that which is to come; that 1s to 
lay, Chriſtianity is ſerviceable , 
uſeful, and conducing to promote 
the Happineſs of Mankind, both 
in reſpect of this preſent Life, and 
that which is to come. Firſt then, 
we ſhall con{ider the Uſefulneſs of 
Chriſt's Religion, in order to the 
Felicity of the next World , and 
ſhew how excellently well ſuited 
it is to the attaining of that. Which 


O . . 
the: Apoſtle {eems to intimate in 


the. Words of the Text, when he 
calls ir the Power of God unto Sal- 
vation to every one that believes. Had 
Chriſtian Religion deſigned the in- 
ſKructing of Men in the knowledge 
of Nature, giving chem a. true Sy- 
ſtem of the Heavens, and declaring 
| the 
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the Natures and Properties of all - 
Things in this our Earthly Globe ; 
it would indeed have filled the 
Mind of Man with abundance of 
Pleaſure and Delight, but had 
mightily fallen ſhort of that uni- 
verſal Uſefulneſs thar now it hath. 

The great End therefore which 
Gov intended by the Goſpel, was 
the Advancement of true Godlinels, 
the pulling down and deſtroying 
the Kingdom of Sin and Satan, 
and the erecting and ſetting up 
the Kingdom of Light and Grace 
in the Hearts and Minds of Men. 
And that this was the purpoſe 
of Gop cannot be unknown to 
any who conſiders the great Ex- 
cellency and Perfection of the 
Commands of Chriſtianity, and 
what a high meaſure of Purity and 
Sandtity they aim at ; namely, the 
entire Purification of the Soul 


from all manner of Terreſtrial 
De- 
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Defilements and Pollations, and 
the raiſing up in it a Divine and 
Heavenly Nature, which being 
that State wherein we were at fhrlt 
creared, and into which we are 
recovered by the gentle Influences 
and Ilapſes of the Divine Spirit 
upon us, there is begotren in our 
Souls a daily Tendency upwards, 
and a reſtleſs endeavour to free 
themſelves from that Preternatural 
Load that hangs about them, and 
this effort of theirs receiving freſh 
- Strength and Supplies from above, 
never ceaſes till ir have wrought 
them to ſuch a high Pitch as 
through the Benignity and Power 
of him who is the beginning of the 
Creation of God, they may be tran- 
ſlated into the -Peaceful Manſions 
of everlaſting Glory. 

We ſhall conſider then the ex- 
quiſite ſuitableneſs and ſerviceable- 
neſs of the Goſpel, for the extir- 

: | pation 
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pation of all Sin and Vice, and 
putting - Men in poflefſion of a 
Holy and Divine Nature, which 
ſurely is the moſt advantageous 
Happineſs the Soul of Man is 
capable of, And if Religion be 
furniſhed with fuch Powers and 
Aſfiſtances as will, againſt all Op- 
polition whatever, attain this great 
End, then its uſefulneſs ro the 
World will beevidently diſcovered, 
and no Man will have any reaſon 
to be aſhamed of ir. 

Now, that this End may be 
attained, 

1. Gop is pleaſed to promiſe 
us the Aſſiſtance of his holy and 
blefled Spirit, For we being -ſo 
ſunk into this Earthly State, thar 
we are wholly carried away with 
its Aﬀeions and Luſts, could ne- 
ver by our own {ingle effort and 
| ſolitary endeavours bring our 

ſelves back to the Participation of 
©. that, 
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that Holy and Divine Life we fell 


from. Therefore Gov, out of 
his infinite Love and Compaſſion, 
and upon the Intercefſion of our 
Lord and Saviour, has vouchſafed 
us the aid of his bleſled Spirit, to 
regenerate our Natures, and to 
form in us ſuch a ſtrong and 
active Principle of Holineſs as 
ſhould ſteadily carry our Wills to 
a perfe&t compliance and obedi- 
ence to his Holy Will, That we 
ſhould not ſhelter our ſelves in a 
formal outſide Sanctiry, but attain 
to that New-birth, wherein all the 
Power -of Sin is perfe&tly van 
quiſhed and ſubdued; and no Life 
ſtiring bur chat which flows from 
and partakes of Gov's Spirit. 
And we having ſuch a Potent A(- 
ſiſtance, it muſt needs enliven and 
encourage us to put forth all our 
Strength in mortifying . our Sins 
and Corruptions ; being alin 
tnat 
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that through the mighty energy of 
this Divine Spirit, we ſhall be- 
come Victorious over all our Ene- 
mies. And that though we have 
old Rebellious Giants within us, 
powerful Lufts like the Sons of 
Anak, yet this Almighty Spirit 
(if we be not treacherous and 
falſe to his Inſpirations) is able, 
and certainly will bring us into the 
promiſed Land. And that we 
have no greater ſuccels in the Mor- 
tification of our Sins proceeds not 
from the want of the ſupply of 
Gov's Spirit, but from our own 
Careleſneſs and Falſeneſls. When 
he calls to us to awake and ariſe 
from the Dead, from that dull 
and ſtupid condition we lie in un- 
der our Sins, we reſiſt his Influ- 
ence, and ſhut our Eyes againſt 
that Light thaz ſhines in upon us, 
and fall again to our old (lumber: 
ing and drowzinels. 


Bur 
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But if we would colle& the 


Powers and Faculties of our Souls 
together, and go againſt our 


ſtrongeſt Vices and our habitual 
and cuſtomary' Sins with hearty 
and fincere Reſolutions of deſtroy: 
ing them, this Spirit would never 
be wanting to us, but we ſhould 
find wonders wrought in our own 
Souls. We ſhould find the dry 
and parched Soil, that barren Wil- 
derneſs wherein no Plant of fin- 
cere Piety and Righteouſneſs has 
of a long time proſpered, to be- 
come a Plantation of Gop, and 
filled with all Divine Graces and 
Vertues, For certainly Go Dp has 
not afforded us this Help to gra- 
tine our Idleneſs or Vanity , bur 
ro aftuate our Diligence, and to 
enliven our faint and drooping 
Spiries. That we may not con- 


' ceit our ſelves to be under an in- 


vincible Infirmiry and Imbecility 
and 


, A pn ns UN ot » - 


and that we ſhall never be able to 
free our ſelves from the Tyranny 
of the Body of Sin, but to go on 
with Courage, and reſt 6 xr1 
that when the Enemy comes in like a 
Flood, the Spirit of the Lord ſhall 
lift up a Standard againſt him. 
This muſt of neceſſity bring a 
wonderful comfort to a Man un- 
der his ſtrongeſt Temprations, 
and in his {foreſt Conflicts with Sin 
and Vice to be aflured not only 
that he ſhall not be lefc alone and 
forſaken, but that this eternal Spi- 
rit {hall co-operate with him, and 
ſtrengthen and perte&t him in the 
inner Man, till he have brought 
him unto Glory. And becauſe 
the Promiſe of the Holy Spirit is 
one of the great Props and En- 


. couragements of a Chriſtian Tra- 


velling through the Wilderneſs of 
this World, therefore it is, in plain 
Words, and without a Parable, 


de- 
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declared by our bleſſed Saviour, 


John 14.15,16,17. If ye love me, keep 


'my Commandments ; And Twill pray the 


Father, and he ſhall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide with you 


for ever : Even the Spirit of Truth, 


whom the World cannot receive, be- 
cauſe it ſeeth him not, neither knows 
him ; but ye know him, for he dwelleth 
with you, and ſhall be m you. 

2. A ſecond powerful Motive 
for the begetting a Divine Life 
and Nature in Men ( which is the 
ultimate end of Chriſtian Religion) 
is the conſideration of the ſtupen- 
dious love of Gop in ſending 
Teſus Chriſt for the Redemption 
of the World. This our Lord 
himſelf ſignified ro us, Jobn 3. 16. 
So God loved the World, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes n him ſhould not periſh, but 
have everlaſting Life. Gov is a 


Being of infinite Love and Good- 
neſs, 
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nels, that as he made all things 
to be happy according to their le- 
veral Natures, fo his compaſſionate 
Eyes cou'd no: behold them tor 
ever loſt and involved in an 1n- 
extricable Ruine (though through 
their own Fault) and not provide 
them ſome means of recovery. 
The Plalmiſt ſays, (P/al. 145. 9.) 
that the tender Mercies of God are over 
all bis Works : And it Compaſſion 
and Mercy be eflential Atcributes 
of Gov ( as doubtleſs they are) 
then there is a mighty ſuitableneſs 
and agrecableneſs between a poor 
and undone Creature and Pity and 
Compaſhon. Whereby we are 
allured that it is alone the infinite 
Love, Mercy, and Compaſſion of 
Gop that moved him to reſcue 
the World from periſhing tor ever. 
And that this might more deeply 
atfect our Hearts, and more pow. 

erfully draw us of from onr Sins, 

MI his 
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his All. comprehenſive Wiſdom to 
contrived it, that his only begotten 
Son ſhould take our Narure upon 
him, and be the Saviour and Re- 
deemer of all - his loſt Brethren, 
Whar a ſtrong Argument now 1s 
this to reclaim the- molt {tubborn 
Offender > Had we but common 
Gratitude it would certainly move 

us to make our returns of Love 
and Aﬀection in {ome degree an- 
{werable to ſo infinite a Kindneſs, 
And when we ſhall conſider fur 
ther that all this Proviſion was 
only upon our Account, and that 
Gov was no: in the leaſt bertered 
or made more happy by our Salva- 
tion ; this will turn it into Admi- 
ration, that Gop ſhould take 
ſuch pains, and compals ſuch 
ftrange Defigns, and all for his 
Enemies that Wilfully departed and 
revolted from him, 


3. There 


Ser. [V. Revealed Religion. 


3. There is another cogent Ar- 
gument to promote the grand de- 
l1on of the Golpel, and that is a 
ſerious Medication upon the 
Crucihxion and Death of our 
Lord Jelus Chriſt. Ir is a won- 
dertul Privilege granted to Men 
that they ſhould be received into 
favour after their heinous Rebel- 
lion againſt Go py. But when we 
conlider that this Privilege was nor 
bought or- procured for them by 


ol og m2an and contemprble things 


as Silver and Gold ( for which yer 
e know that things of greareit 

\ Worth pertaining co this Life 
may be had) buc by the precious 
Blood of Jef us Chrijt, that immacu- 
late Lamb, as the Apoltic (peaks, 
1 Pet. 1. 8, 1 19. this makes it {ll 
more wonderful. For the great- 
nels of the Price by which any Prt- 
vilege or Liberty is purchaſed for 
any | "Man, tus a higher engage- 
M 2 ment 
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ment upon him to improve this 
Benefit to the utmoſt, as well for 
his behoof who has made the Pur: 
chaſe for him, as for his own. 
And what Treaſure is there in Hea- 
ven and Farth more valuable than 
the precious Blood of the Son of 
Gop? And yet he willingly offered 
this for the World, chat he might 
diſengage Men from their Sins, and 

r{wade them co follow Holinels, 
which ſhould be for their eternal 
Benefit and Advantage. Too illu- 
ſtrate this by a familiar Similitude, 
ſuppoſe ſome dear Friend ſhould 
part with his Life to redeem ano- 
ther from ſome certain danger 
which otherwiſe would ruine him, 
and ſhould only Condition with 
him to perform ſome caſte Com- 
mands, which yet ſhould tend to 
his unſpeakable Good and Advan- 
tage: Could ſuch a Man {light fo 
great a Love, or ever think hin- 


ſelf 


ſelf roo punctual in obſerving thoſe 
light Injunctions which his dying 
Friend had laid upon him ? Surely, 
if it were but for his own Gain 
and Proht he would never dilre- 
gard them. The cale is the lame 
with us; Jelus Chrift, who took 
our Fleſh and Blood upon him, 
parted with his own Life to Re- 
deem us from an inevitable Danger 
which would have undone us for 
ever: And in recompence of this 
great Love, he deſires us only to 
make our ſelves Happy by caking 
upon us his calie Yoke and light 
Burthen: And can we be fo un: 
gratctul as to flight him for ir, and 
torget his Commands ? Whar 
Bands or Cords can tye Souls nearer 
rogether than that Loye wich 1s 
ſtronger than Deach 2 Or what 
Words make deeper Impreſſions 
upon the Hearts of Men than thole 
that are ſpoken by. their 'dying 

M 3 Friends ? 
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Friends? It is not poſſible for the 
Heart of Man to conceive a more 
effeftual way to expell Sin and 
Wickedneſs, and more conducing 
to the furthering of Goodnels and 
Holineſs than the conſideration of 
the Death of Chritt. 

For that the Son of Gon who 
had no Sins of his own to latishe 
for, ſhould deſcend from Heaven 
and ſubmit himſelf to the Weak- 
neſs, Frailty, and Drudgery of our 
Mortal Stare, and cndure (ſuch 
deep Agonies of Spirit as forced 
him to {weat arops of Blood, and 
after ſuffer an inglorious and pain- 
ful Death upon the Croſs, aad hs 

merely upon our Account, and ou 
of a mighty ſenſe of Compaſſion 
tor our Milery, is fo aſtoniſhing a 
Love as muſt needs thaw our Icy 
Hearts, and diſſolve them into 
Tears, and a ready Conformity to 
his Will, Pow can any Man go 
b | on 
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on and continue in Sin, when he 
conſiders that his Saviour came 
tor this only end into the World, 
that he might dcltroy the Works 
of Sin and Saran, and preſent all 
Men a glorious c :hurch ro Go », 
without Spot or Wrinkle! 
Wharever Sin therefore it be 
tac a{lauics thy Soul, preſent unto 
it thy dying Sav:our, who, with his 
minheetcher Arms on the Crols, 
ſues for admittance into thy 
itrongelt AﬀeStions, Art thou 
in{nized with Pride 2 How canſt 
thou look upon thy felt without 
watry Eyes, whea thou beho! dell 
the Son of Go» born a helpleſ; 
Infan: of 2 poor Virgin, ſubject LO 
all the Hard (hips and finlels in- 
firmities of oar Nature, and at lalt 
breathing out his 1nnocent Sou on 
the Crols for his bitter Enemies ? 
Art thou Covetous and too deftious 
of worldly Enjoyments? then re- 
M 4 mcmoucr 
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member Judas, and conſider what 
a heinous and bloody Act his Co- 
vetouſneſs betrayed him to, even 
the delivering up his harmleſs Lord 
and Maſter to the malicious and 
implacable Jews. And whoever 
ſers his Heart upon the World, 
he does with Judas (eli his Saviour. 
Thus you may ſee of what great 
uſefulneſs this one Confideration of 
the Death of Chriſt is, co the Mor: 
tification of all our Sins. And this 
the Goſpel every where holds forth 
co the ſame purpoſe, that we ſhould 
expreſs his Death on the Crols in 
our Souls, by our dying unto Sin, 
and Crucitying all - our corrupt 
Luſts and Afﬀections. 

4. Another powertul means by 
which Men are drawn off from 
their Sins, and engaged in Holineſs, 
is the Exzmple of our Holy Lord 
and Maſter. Whole Life and 
Actions were. therefore carefully 

written 
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wricten by his Diſciples, that Men 


mighr learn of him and follow his 
Steps. And that we may more 
clearly dilcover wherein we are to 
imitate and follow the example of 
our Lord and Saviour, we muſt 
diſtinguiſh between hel Actions 
which our Lord did as a publick 
Perſon, inveſted with Authority 
from Heaven; - As likewiſe thoſe 
Actions of his which he did to con- 
frm his Miſhon ; we muſt diſtin- 
ouiſh thele (1 lay) from thoſe 
wherein he is ſet as an Example 
for us to imitate. 

1. Therefore we are not called 
to imitate Chriſt in thoſe Actions 
which he performed as a publick 
Perſon. For there were many 
things which he did that related 
wholly to his Office, as he was the 
Mefltah, the great Repreſentative 
of Mankind, whs rook upon him 
and came down from Heaven to 

YC- 
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reconcile the World to Gov. Thus 


he gave new Laws of Life to Men, 
and forgave Sins by his own Power 
and Authority, and laid down his 
Life as a publick Victim and Sacri- 
fice for the World. To thele we 
may add his Faſting forty Days 

and forty Nights ; His leading a 
ſingle Life, and refuling all Earthly 
Honour ad Dignity. And hither. 
to likewiſe we may referr that Acti- 
on of Zeal wherewith our Lord 
was pollcſi ied for the Honour of 
Gov, and in behalf of the deſpiſed 
Gentiles againſt a corrupt Genera: 
tion, who only pretended, bur had 
really noching of true Zeal, or the 
Honour of Gop in them; when 
(as St. Matthew relates it, Chap. 21.12.) 
He went into the Temple of God, and 


calt out all them that Sold and Bought 


in the Temple, and overthrew the Tables 
of the Mhney-Changers, and the Seats of 
them that fold Doves. 


2. Nor 
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2. Nor are we called to follow 
and imitate Chriſt in thoſe Actions 
which he did to teſtifie the Truth 
of his Miſhon, that he came from 
Gov, and ated by his ſole Au: 
thority. Such were all his mira- 
culous Works ; His giving Sight 
to the Blind, Speech ro the Dumb, 
and hearing to the Deaf. His 
commanding the Winds and Waves 
of the Sea, which inſtantly obeyed 
him. His multiplying Bread, ac- 
cording to his own Pleaſure, fo ace 

a few Tos ves ſhould be ſufficient 
to latishe forme Thouſands of Eaters. 
His curing all bodily Diſeaſes and 
Diſtempers, and ſhewing his Power 
wer Evil Spirits, which, upon his 
 fole Command and Word, were 
forced to leave thoſe Bodies they 
had vexed and tormented. Bur 
above all, his raiſing the Dead to 
Lite, ſhewing that he had a Power 
not oo" here, "but ins ths Regions of 
ſeparate Souls likewile. Now 
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Now in neither of theſe are we 
called to imitate our Lord and Sa- 
viour. But though we are not en- 
joyned to follow him in theſe, yer 
are they not therefore thrown away 
or recorded to no purpole. We 
may make a good ule of every. one 
of thele Actions of our Saviour, 
though we lie under no neceflity to 
imitate him in them ; nay, it were 
a preſumption in us {o to do. 

When we read that he faſted 
Forty days, we may learn that the 
furcher we withdraw our Minds 
from bodily Luſts and AteCtions, 
we are in a greater Forwardnets 
and better Diſpoſition to converle 
with Gov. When we hear thar 
our Saviour Chriſt ſtedtaſtly de- 
clined all Earthly Dignities and 
Honours : It ſhews us what a light 
elteem Gop puts upon theſe things 
in compariſon of the participation 


of his Nature in true Goodnels and 
| Righ- 
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Righteouſneſs. And fo of all 
oyr Lord's Miraculous Actions, 
which were as ſo many Credentials 
and Seals from Heaven, thar at- 
reſted and verified his Commiſſion 
and the Authority by which he 
acted. There is ſomething till 
that we may draw for our encou- 
ragement and ſupport in that holy 
and unblameable Lite, which he 

came to propagate in the World. 
When we find him by a Miracle 
redrefſing the Infirmities of Man: 
kind, and eaſing chem of their Sor. 
rows, by curing their bodily Di- 
ſtempers ; Does not this teach us 
to be of a Compaſiionate Temper 
to ſympathize with others in their 
Miſeries, and, as far as we are able, 
to lend our aſſiſting hand to free 
them from them: When we be- 
hold our Lord caſting out Devils, 
does it not aſlure us thar he has 
Power over the dark Kingdom ? 
and 
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and that if we will ſubmit to his 
Gracious Laws, he will at laſt 
bruiſe Satan under our Feet * When 
we fee him by his Commanding 
and All. powerful Word, railing 
the Dead, ir cannot but beger in 
us 4a ſtrong Faith and "Truſt in him, 
that though we die, and our places 
know us no more, yet. his Power, 
which is able to ſubdue all things unto 
it ſelf, can and will recover us again 
to Life, and ar lait ſwallow up Death 
im Fieory. Thus it is plain, that 
though we are not called to imitate 
our Saviour in thoſe Actions where 
in he ſtood as a Publick Perlak. 
nor in thoſe which he performed, 
chiefly to ſhow that he came from 
Gop; yer there 1s a great and 4 
ood ule to be made of every one 
of them recorded in the Goſpel. 
But that which more nearly con: 
cerns us is, that there are certain 


Things has the Example of 
Chriſt 
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Chrilt is propoled as 2 fair Copy 


for our Imitation, and to which 
we ought to cnneens our ſelves. 
And thele are all thoſe things where- 
in he came to exhibit to Mankind 
a moſt perfect and compieat 
draught of a Divine Life and Na- 
ture, and which it is the Delign 
of Go p in the Golpel to make » us 
Partakers of. As namely, a firm 
and unſhaken Faith in the Good- 
nels and Power of Go», that he 
is both able and willing to reduce 
and bring us back to himlelt, and 
that nothing fhall. fail of all the 
Good that he hath promiſc4, 
Morcover, we are enjoyned to tol. 
low our blciled Redeemer in i}e 
Parity and Sanctity of his L Lite, by 
keeping our {elves un{ported trom 
the World and the Ilefh. And 
then that we imitate Titey Th 1s 
wonderful and exemolary Hamil 
ty, 'who being, as tne Apoitic 


£ 
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ſpeaks, Phil. 2. 6, 7. &» pypph rs, 
cloathed with Celeſtial Light and 
Glory, and poſlefled of all the Hap- 
pineſs of thoſe Immortal Regions, 
yet emptied himſelf and took upon 
him poppy Is the form of a Servant, 
or Sugiuug and Hue avpwns the like- 
neſs and faſhion of Man ; thart is, he 
came into theſe Earthly Regions, 
took upon him a Humane Body, 
and was made a Man who is really 
S2AG- pIezs a Servant of Cor- 
ruption in this Terreſtrial Stace. 
And laſtly, We are to follow the 
Example 4? our Lord and Saviour 
in an univerſal and un-(elf-intereſſed 
Love, who was not contented to 
be happy alone, bur died to reco- 
ver the reſt of his ſtrayed, Brethren. 
Here is the fair Image and Reſem- 
blance of that Divine Life our Lord 


Jeſus came to propagate upon 


Earth, and to which we ought all 


to be rented according pA that 
CX- 
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excellent Pattern that he has laid 
before us. 
5. To the inrent that the things 
which pertain to Life and Godli- 
nels may be vigorouſly purſued, 
and all Sin and Vice dilcounte- 
nanced and baniſhed, the great 
and laſt Day of Judgment is made 
known to us. When the fixt 
and determinate Time 1s come 
wherein Gop thinks fit to put an 
end to the Generations of Men, 
and all forts of Animals by the 
Conflagration of this Terreſtrial 
Globe, then ſhall Jeſus Chriſt vi- 
libly deſcend from Heaven with 
che ſound of a "I'rumper, and the 
voice of an Arch-angel accompa- 
nied with innumerable Bands and 
Squadrons of the Heavenly Militia, 
and every individual Perſon that 
has lived in the World ſince Adam 
ro that very time, ſhall viſibly 
appear before him. And as the 


N Angels . 
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Angels reſcued Lot from that par: 
ticular Burning of Sodom, and the 
reſt of the Cities of the Plain, lo 
theſe officious Spirits ſhall be'i im- 
ployed by their great Prince and 
Head, Chriſt Jeſvs, to gather his Elec 
Mat-24-3! from the f four oped Þ rom one end of 
Heaven to the other, and ſave _— 
from this caitrſal Burning that 
ſhall at once ſeize upon this lower 
World, For then, by-the mighty 
Power and Word of him that 
created all things, the ſubterraneous 
Treaſures of Fire ſhall be opened, 
which meeting with choſe fierce 
and penetrating Fires wherewith 
the whole Vault of Heaven is en- 
flam'd, with their joint and united 
force will melt and diflolve all 
Terreſtrial Mixtures and Combi- 
nations, and compleat that Sul- 
phureous Lake and external Hell 
which was of old prepared for the 
Devil and his Angels. By all 
which 
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which we ſee the mighty efficacy 
of the Goſpel, and what powerful 
means it is furniſhed withal to 
reclaim Men from their Sins, and 
fir them for an eternal Happi- 
neſs in another World. 


os, 


A 
DEFENCE 
OF 
Revealed Retig10n. 

x Sermon VL. 


Rom. I. 16. 


For T am not aſhamed of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt 


HE ulefulneſls and er- 

: viceablene(s of the Chri- 
{tian Doctrine for the 
promoting the Immortal Happi- 
nels of Men having been fully 
ſhown in the preceeding Diſcourle, 
and likewiſe the luitablenels , 
ſtrength and efficacy of the Argu- 
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ments contained in it to that end 
and Purpoſe, we ſhall now, as a 
Concluſion of all, ſhow, that Chri- 
ſtianity is highly conducing to the 
happinels of Mankind, in reference 
to this Life, and-that there cannot 
be a better way for any Perſon to 
live happily in chis World, than by 
a due and ſincere Obſervation of 
the Laws and Commands of 
Chriſt Jeſus. 

And that this may appear caſte 
and natural, we need bur take an 
Inventory of all thoſe good things 
that this our Earthly State is capable 
of, and we ſhall hnd that the due 
obſervance of Chriſt's Commands 
is the molt proper means both for 
their Acquiſition and Continuance, 

The Bleſſings then of this Lite, 
are luch as either relate to the pub- 
lick, or ſuch as concern every par: 
ticular Man's Perlon : The pub- 
lick Bleflings are, 

1. Peace, 
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1. Peace. Let us fee now how 
excellently well Religion provides 
for this; Our blefled Saviour, the 
Prince of Peace, came to unite and 
cement all Chriſtians into one Bo- 
dy, to heal the Diſtempers of Man- 
kind, and to make all the jarring 
Principles of the World chime to- 

ether. And if Men were con- 

—_ tro his Example, and pur in 
practice his Commands, there 
would be no occaſion of Diſtur- 
bances, no Animoſities or Con- 
tentions, bur an univerſal Calm 
would overlpread the Earth, and 
this World would ſhine out into 
a perfect Heaven, From whence 
come Wars and Fightmgs among you ? 
ſays the Apoſtle, James 4. 1. From 
whence is it all the Troubles and 
Confuſtons of the World flow ? 
Come they not of your Luſts that War 
in your Members * And Solomon al- 
ſures us, Prov. 13. 10. that it is 
N 4 only 
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only by-Pride Contention comes. Here 


is the ſource of all the Miſeries 


that Mankind now groans under. 
For when Mens Luſts and Paſhons 
become exorbitant, they raile un- 
equal and convulliive Motions in 
the Body Politick, as the undue 
Fermentation of the Humours in 
the natural Body often produces 
dangerous effects. It is Mens un- 
bridled Appetites ( which Religion 
came to corre) that makes them 
murmur and repine againſt the 
preſent Settlement of the Nation, 
though the greateit Bleſlings that 
we can hope tor here, both for our 
{elves and our Poſteriry are the moſt 


| likely to be derived from hence. 


Thele unruly and fretting Paſſi- 
ons of Pride, Envy and Malice are 
the Caules that diſturb Mens own 
Quiet, and that of the Society 
wherein they live, and makes them 


. like thole Diſconlolate Spirits we 


read 
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read of in the Goſpel, continually by 
wandring up and down ſeeking reſt 
but finding none. But if they would 
{trive to (upprels the Bolilings and 
irregular Fermentations of their Spi- 
rits, and endeavour to turn them 
into Calmneſs and Meeknelſs ; if 
they would give that Honour and 
Deterence to their preſent Gover- 
nors that Chriſt's Law Commands ; 
and bear a hearty Love and Be- 
nignity to all their Fellow Crea- 
tures, It is impoſſible but that a 
laſting Peace and Concord {ſhould 
eniue upon ſuch fit and duly qua- 
lined Preparations. "They would 
then ſee that our preſent eltabliſh- 
ment, which Divine Providence 
hath to miraculouſly brought a- 
bout, is not only for our own, 
bur the univerſal Good and Hap- 
pineſs of all Europe. 
2. Another Publick Bleſſing is 
Plenty ; which cannot be more de- 
firabiec 
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firable, than it is aſcertain'd and 
ſecur'd by the Laws of Chriſtianity. 
For what can more contribute to 
a general Plenty, than that every 
Man be induſtrious in his proper 
Calling ? "Th; Chriſtian Doctrine 
enjoyns Diligence, which , like a 
provident Governels, ſollicites and 
excites the torpid and languiſhing 
Members of our Earthly Frame, 
ro a careful diſcharge of the leve- 

ral Offices of Humane Life. 
Religion is a thing that re- 
trenches the unruly Appetites of 
Men, and cuts off thole ſuperflu- 
ous Expences which Luxury and 
Debauchery make them obnoxious 
to. And this it does by teaching 
Temperance and Frugaliry , and 
by ſhewing Men a nobler and more 
profitable way of converting their 
Abundance by Charity to the Ne- 
cellirous and Indigent, which is 
indeed a true imitation of that 
divine 
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divine and overflowing Goodneſs 
which the whole Creation, in their 
ſeveral Meaſures and Capacities, 
raſtes of. 

3- A third Publick Bleſſing is, 
Safety and Security from Danger. 
Which Religion hath fo far an in- 
fluence upon, that it tells us, it is 
only the true fear of Gop that can 
make us dwell in Jafety ; And, That vl. 4. 
no Evil ſhall happen to the Juſt, "Gs 
the Wicked ſhall be filled with Miſchief. 
Again, Righteouſneſs exalteth a Na Prov. 14. 
tion, but Sin is the Reproach of any ** 
People. When Men once become 
Treacherous to their Gop, they 
ſeldom prove true to his Vicege- 
rent here below. And if they 
had walked up fincerely ro the 
Preſcriptions of Chriſtianity , the 
Fears of a Foreign Invaſion had 
been needleſs. It 1s want of Reli- 
gion that makes Men betray their 
Native Country, correſpond with 


It'S 


SI 
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its Enemies, and puts them upon 
ſuch courſes as the ro and more 
generous Heathens looked upon as 
Wretched and Ignoble. For {ure- 
ly thoſe Perſons who can ler them- 
ſelves looſe to unhinge an eita- 
bliſhed Government, to weaken 
and undermine a Prince, who, up- 
on juſter Accounts, Merits to be 
called Delicie human generis, than 
that Noble Roman Emperor ; what: 
ever pretences they may make to 
Chriſtianity, will find it the hard. 
eſt thing in the World to prove 
they have any Religion ar all. 
Where a People are truly Reli- 
gious, ſubmiſſive to their lawful 
Governours and Charitably affect- 
ed towards one another, there the 
inviſible Miniſters of Go »v's Pro- 
vidence are engaged in their Pro- 
tection and Defence ; and thoſe 


_ Chariots and Horles of Fire are as 


ready now to prelerye true Good- 
nels, 
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neſs, as heretofore to ſecure the 
Prophet Fliſha from the Attempts 
of the Syrian Army. *Tis only 
when a Nation grows deplorably 
Wicked, that their Guardian Pro- 
vidence is withdrawn, and thoſe 
kind and officious Spirits, lay, as 
of old of Babylon; Forſake her and 
let us g0. 

By this it appears that Religion 
and Verrue are abundantly ſervice- 
able for the obtaining Publick and 
General Blefſings : Now, for thoſe 
that relate . ro every particular 
Man's Perſon, they are either the 
Bleſſings of the Soul or Body, or 
of both. Thoſe of the Soul are, 

1. Joy and Contentment of 
Mind ; when the Soul enjoys ir 
ſelf in a perperual Calm, and is 
not ruffled and diſcompoled with 
boiſterous Paſſions. I do nor 
mean that our Paſſions ſhould be 
eradicated by. a Stoical Apathy, = 
caat 
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that were to deprive the Soul. of 


the choiceſt Furniture which Go » 


and Nature has bountifully con- 
ferred upon it, and to turn Men 
into {ome other Species of Being 
than what they are; Delire being 
the Feet and Wings of the Mind 
in its vigorous contention after 
Vertue, and Hope and Gladneſs 
che Arms that embrace ſo great a 
Good : But that when the Aﬀecti- 
ons are kept within their due 
Bounds and Limits, and all ſub- 
jected to the Imperium. and Com- 
mand of the firſt mover, Divine 
Love, the Soul ſuſtains and keeps 
it ſelf {o farm and compacted by 
that inward Power and Strength, 
that the moſt violent Storm of 
external Accidents cannot ſhake or 
diflettle that Satisfa&tion and Con- 
tentment it reaps from the exerciſe 
of Vertue. 


And 


And indeed this is ſuch an in- 


eſtimable and ſolid Treaſure, as is 
juſtly co be preferred before the 
choiceſt Gratifications of the bodily 
Life. All worldly Joy is flaſhy 
and dilute, and carries with it 
much of an Earthly Compoſition ; 
But that ſatisfaction of Mind that 
ariſes from a fence of well-doing, 
is ſubſtantial and immoveable, and 
can neither be deſtroyed by Time, 
nor damp'd and choak'd by the 
moſt Calamitous Circumſtances of 
Humane Life. Who are there in 
the World that live ſo pleaſantly 
and contentedly, as they that are 
truly Religious 2 Whoſe Minds 
are free from all diſtruſtful Fears 
and Jealouſies, believing chem- 
ſelves ſecure under the' Royal 
Mantle of Heavens Care and Pro- 
vidence, and who can look back 
upon their paſt Lives without any 
ſenſe of Terror and Guilt, So 
that 
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that if our Hearts and Conſciences 
condemn us not for Sin and Vice, 
they will ſet us above all thoſe 
anxious Fears and Sollicitude that 
render a Man's Life uncomfortable. 

On the other ſ1de it is certain, 
that every Vice fatally draws after 
it a Chain of Miſery and Afﬀiction, 
and he that makes a Trade of Sin 
cannot but look upon himſelf as 
a Perſon always obliged to Puniſh- 
ment, And this creates a perpec- 
tual diſtruſt and milſgiving of 
Mind, - aftording him nothing to 
ſupport his Patience under here, 
nor any hope of bettering his Con- 
dition hereafrer. Bur beſides theſe 
dilquieting Fears and Terrors, the 
conſtant Attendants of Vice, which 
produce reſtleſs Days, and {leeplels 
and uneaſie Nights; thoſe Evil and 
wicked Aﬀections to which Men in 
this Life are enſlaved, have a very 


Evil Influence upon their Souls in 
Th the 
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the other World. For whatever it 
be that the Mind of Man purſues. 
as its ultimate Good and Felicity, 
thole Paſſionate Delires and Emi- 
orations of Spiric after ir, follow 
him even into the next Lite. The 
Covetous Perſon who {pins out his 
Life in a golden Thread, hath his 
Appetite and Hunger keenly edg'd 
in the next World, after the Idol 
which he ador'd in this. And the 
Laſcivious Man burns with thoſe 
Flames his Debauched Soul had 
kindled here below. And becauſe 
the future State denies the acting 
of thoſe Vices in {ſuch Circum- 
{tances as here upon Earth, it rends 
the perplexed Mind with a perpe- 
tual Thirſt afrer that which ſhe 
can never enjoy. So little hope 
is there of folid Contentment and 
Satisfaction in any thing bur {in- 
cere Vercue. 


\ 
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2, Communion with Gop is 
another Bleſſing of the Soul. Bur 
this is ſo peculiar to Vertue and 
Religion, that a wicked Man, 
while he continues ſo, can never 
have the leaſt taſte or vital reliſh 
of ic. There 1s a'kind of natural 
{ympathy and harmony running 
through the World, whereby things 
of a like nature incline to and are 
attractive of one another. Now, 
where there is no agreeablenels or 
{uitableneſs of Nature, there can 
be no firm Union or Society. And 
it is as impoſiible for a Vitious 
Man to have any Communion 
with Gop, as it is for the Ele- 
ments to change their Natures, or 
Darkneſs and Light ro combine, 
and lovingly ſhake hands together. 
And whatever our Modern Spiri- 
tualiſts and Enthuſiaſts may talk 
of their being Godded with G oo, 
and Chriſtned with Chriſt ( to 


whom 


* 
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whom it may juſtly be replied in 
the words of Plotinus long ago to 
the Gnoſticks , that eve &peTHs eIx0s 
voug wrov without Vertue and real 
Goodnels, Gov is but a Name, 
an empty and dry ſound) yet cer- 
tainly there is a very intimate Com:- 
munion between Gop and: the 
Soul of every Good Man, when 
the Soul converles with him, 6 
_ nu emagy, by a quiet and ſecret feel- 
ing of the Vertue, Sweetneſs, and 
Power of his Goodneſs, as the fore- 
named Philoſopher exprefles it. 
And deſcribing turcher this cactual 
Conjunction of the Soul with Gov, 
he faich, That Gov and the Soul 
doth, as It were, KevTEgV Ke! T PHP ouraal 
join Centres, and Centres do wholly 
{wallow up one another, ſo that 
this Philoſopher ſeems to aim at 
an Union even more than touch. 
But whatever Idea thefe high and 
raifed Expreffions may imprint 
| 2 upon 
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opon our Minds, yet doubtleſs 
their full ſence is comprehended 
in that of St. John, 1 Ep. 4. 16. God 
is Love ; and he that dwelleth in Love, 
dwelleth in God, and God in him, 4. e. 
there is an intimate Communicatt 
on between Gov and he, that is 
chroughly Baptiz d into the Spirit 
of Divine Love, and Gop im- 
parts himlelf co ſuch an one in 
this Life, ſo far as he'is capable of 
receiving the Communications of 
his infinite Fulnels. Which is the 
higheſt Privilege of Created Nature. 

3. A good ule of our Faculries, 
as the Underſtanding, Memory and 
Will. When che Underſtanding is 
pure and clear, and capable of 
Differencing and Dilcerning the 
beſt Things, and the Will obedi- 
ent to thac Light preſented to it, 
and the Memory like a Faithful 
Steward, Treaſures up thoſe choice 
and-uſetul Truths commirred to its 


Truſt, 
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Truſt. Now, true Goodneſs is 
of ſuch a Nature, as that it pu- 
rifes and refines theſe Faculties of 
the Mind ; which, on the contrary, 
are infinitely weakned and difor-. 
dered by Senſuality and immo- 
derate Deſires after the Bodily Lite. 
There is nothing caſts ſo fatal a 
Damp upon the choicelt Powers 
of the Soul, as a deep Immerlion 
in ſenſual Pleaſures. So that 
though in this Life we ſee but in a 
Glaſs ( as the Apoſtle phraſes it ) 
and that darkly, yet ſuch 'is our 
Infelicityithat the groſs Streams and 
Suffuſtons that ariſe by the enor- 
mous agitation of the Corporeal 
Life, ſo fully and beſmear the 
Glaſs of our Underſtandings, that 
the pure Image of the Divinity, 
and the bright face of Truth can: 
not {incerely be ſeen and diſcerned 
in it. And hence it is clear and 
evident, that the Mind is never ſo 
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healthful and ſprightly, as when 
it is carried in a ſteady and even 
courſe of Vertue. 

Let us now conſider the Blet- 
ſings of the Body, which are 
Health and Freedom from Pain. 
And what tends more to the Ad- 
vancement of theſe than Tempe- 
rance, Chaſtity and Sobriecy ? For 
the Mind being chroughly purged 
and freed from the preſſure of 
earthly Vices and extravagant 
Luſts, derives a healing-Influence 
even upon the Body it elf, and 
adds a Brisknels and Vivacity to 
our 'T erreſtrial Frame. Bur when 
the Soul is ſower'd with Hatred, 
pined with Enyy, and daily fretred 
with thole corroding Cares a Co- 
yetous Humour. infefts it withal, 
the Body pariicipates gk-the Inhir- 
micies of the Mind, and often be- 
trays its own 4] Conſtitution by a 
Meagre Look, and a pale and de- 
jeRed 
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jected Countenance. Is not the 
voluptuous Perſon frequently prel- 
ſed into the Grave by an unequal 
Load of Meats and Drinks? And 
does not the la{civious Man groan 
under the Mileries contracted trom 
a Luſtful Bed? Nay, many times 
the innocent Poitericy rue the 
Faults and Sins of their Anceſtors, 
and the Rotcenneſs and Diſeaſes of 
the Parents, procured by their in- 
ſatiable and ungovernable Appe- 
tites are equally cranimicted toge- 
ther with their Inhericances to their 
Children. 

Only Vertue that's kind and 
beneficial ro us, by forbiding us 
all thole things which would de- 
{troy our Natures; And if we 
would - hearken to its gentle 
Whiſpers, it nor only ſhows us, 
how by a natural ethcacy it would 
preſerve our Health, and free us 
from Pain, by accuſtoming us to 
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2 diſcreet Moderation of our ſen- 
{ual Paſſions and Deſires, but it 
beſtows a benign Pulchritude and 
Serenity that 1s eaſily diſcerned in 
the external Viſage and Counte- 
nance. And perhaps Solomon might 
allude to ſome ſuch thing as this, 

Eccleſ:3-1 when he tells us that Wiſdom makes 
the face to ſhine, intimating, That 
the Practice of Holineſs and Ver- 
tue fills the Soul with {uch a chear- 
ful Light and Vigour as diffules 
thoſe lovely Beams which become 
viſible in the very Face. As the 
Emperour Antoninus obſerved, That 
a good, ſmgle-bearted and benign Per- 
fon diſcovers theſe beautiful Qualifica- 
tions in his Eyes, neither is it poſſible 
for him to hide them. 

Thus much for the Advantages 
which accrue 'to the Body from 
Religion : The Bleflings which be- 
long joyntly both to the Soul and 


Body are, 
1. A 
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1. A good Name and Reputa- 
tion. There is in the Mind of 
Man a natural Deſire of perpetu- 
ating his Name and Memory ; 
and in all his Actions of Moment 
he makes to himſelf - litcle Em- 
blems and faint Repreſentations of 
Immortality. From hence ſprings 
the Care of Poſterity, - and here 
lies the Ground of thoſe coſtly 
Monuments erected: by the Anci- 
ents, Viz, That they might Im- 
mortalize their Names. - But theſe 
are poor and petty things, and the 
effects of a mean and abject Mind 
to place our Fame and Reputation 
in any of thoſe external Things 
which the injury of "Time may 
obliterate and deface. A good 
Name and Reputation are only the 
Productions of true and fincere 
Vertue, and by how much the 
more Noble and Expanltve this is, 


by ſo much the more glorious a 
Me- 
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Memory does it tran{mic of us to 
ſucceeding Generations. This alone 
will make the remembrance of us 
like a. precious Oyntment, which 
will yield a pleaſant Fragrancy 
and Perfiime, when we are gone 
into the other World. 

2. A competency of Means and 
Eftate. Ic. is true, a flouriſhing 
Candition is not always the Lot of 
the: beſt Chriſtian, but rather con- 
lidering the reſtleſs cndeayours of 
Vice to promote it ſelf, we muſt 
expect through many Tribulaci- 
ons. to cnter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven, And if the {incerly Re- 
bgious Perſon do not flow with 
Earthly abundance, yec he is ber- 
ter- ſatisfied to die Poor, than to 
become Rich by the Spoils of Wi- 
dows and Orphans, by the Arts 
and Intrigues of Fraud, Deceir, 
and Circumvention - of others, 
which are the uſual Methods of 


grow- 


growing Rich in che World. How. 
ever, it remains equally firm thar 
the Good, Honeſt, Frugal and Di 
ligent Perſon is in the ſureſt way to 
proſper ; and thac he that purſues 
[nothing as his ultimate end, bur 
the true Love of Gap and Ver- 
tae, is inviſtbly made ſucceſsful 
in his outward Circumſtances, by 
a favourable and kind 'Provi- 
dence. {2 ; 4 

By this Deduction of Partiqu- 
lars it is evident how much Religt- 
on contributes to our Happinels in 
this Life; And from what has 
been (aid, we ſee the great Worth 
and Excellency of true Chriſtianity, 
whoſe falurary Influences and ct 
fects we experience 'both ia' this 
Life and the ocher. As for Vice, 
it is of {uch a pitiful: 'and crazy 
Nature, that it cannot {tand upon 
its own Legs, but is forced toute 


the ſhadow and countenance of 
Ver- 
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Vertue for its ſupport. No Man 
dares to own or make a Profeſſion 
of Vice for it ſelf, but evermore 
covers it with ſome Sanctimonious 
Colour and Diſguiſe. Judge then, 
what Worth or. Value can there 
be in that which is not able to up- 
hold it ſelf, but is betrayed by its 
very Weakneſs? Let nor then our 
ungovernable Appetites deprive us 
of that Happineſs which is entailed 
upon a Vertuous Life. - This will 
ſtand by us and ſupport us in all 
Eſtates. *Tis the Grace and Glory 
of our Youth to be found Vertu- 
ous and Good; and 'twill be the 
comfort of our old Age, when 
we have paſled our days, and need 
no Repentance. Vertue makes 
the beſt Proviſion for the Happi- 
neſs of Man in this Life : For if 
we would enjoy a long and pro- 


 ſperous Life here, there is no ſurer 


hs 


way to it than through the Pat 
| O 
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of Holineſs ; length of Days are m 
her Right-hand, and m her Left-hand 
Riches and Honour. Would we 
tranſact our Lives in Tranquility 
and Pleaſure? There is no Peace 
ſo laſting, no Pleaſure ſo pure, as 
that which ſprings from an honeſt 
Hearc, The ways of Religion are 
ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all ber 
Paths are Peace. 

Indeed, if we are only in Love 
with (ſenſual Pleaſures, and make 
| ir our whole buſineſs to purſue the 

ſatisfaftion of Brutes, we can ne- 
ver attain to any grateful and af- 
tecting reliſh of Holinels. Be- 
cauſe Vertue is a thing that can- 

| Not be ſeen with Corporeai Eyes, 
nor can the true diſcriminating 
ſence of it be diſcerned by the 
outward Taſte. Burt there 1s an 
inward ſence which is only awa- 
kened by che conſtant and ſerious 
Acts of Religion, thar gives a crue 
n repre- 


206 - A Defence of Ser. VI. 


repreſentation of Vertue, and af- 
fects the Mind with the ſolid Plea- 
fares of Religion. Holineſs is of 
a permanent and ſtable Nature, 
whoſe comfortable influence is 
molt difcermible in the worſt Rate 
of things, and never leaves nor 
forſakes 2 Man in the Agonies of 
Death it ſelf. But alas, what 
are all bodily Delights with which 
the Lives of Men are fo much 
| taken up ? How frail and evanid ! 
How flecting and uncertain! And 
how void of all true Satisfaction 
and Content | What remains then, 
bur that we (erioufly pur in practice 
all the Acts of unfteigned Piery and 
Religion ? Which it we have any 
Care of our beft Intereſk we are 
ftrictly obliged ro. For whether 
we conſider Chriſtianity as to its 
uſefulneſs ro the next Life, or its 
Serviceableneſls to this, in both 
thele Caſes the Profit and Ad- 


Vantage 
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vantage of it evidently appears. 


And now having hniſhed what | 
I have to fay upon this Text, I 
ſhall conclude with this, - That 
Chriſtianity is ſo fram'd in all its 
Parts, that no Man has any the 
leaſt ſhadow of Reaſon to be 
aſhamed of ir. 


Bleſſed Lord, who haſt cauſed all 
Holy Scriptures to be written for our 
Learning ; Grant that we may in 
| ſuch wiſe hear them, read, mark, learn, * 
and inwardly digeſt them, that by Pa- 
tience and Comfort of thy Holy Word, 
we may embrace and ever hold faſt 
the bleſſed Hope of everlaſting Life, 
which thou haſt given us im our Savi- 


our Teſus Chriſt. Amen. 


